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THE  AVONDALE  DISASTER. 


' STARTLING  ANNOUNCEMENT. 

Monday  morning,  Sept.  6th,  1869,  the  entire  coal  mining  region  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  in  fact,  the  whole  country,  was  startled  by  the  telegraphic  announce- 
ment that  the  coal  breaker,  head  house,  and  other  buildings  over  the  shaft  of  the 
Avondale  mine  (formerly  known  as  Steuben),  situated  in  the  Wyoming  Valley, 
one  mile  below  Plymouth,  were  on  fire,  and  that  “ two  hundred  and  two”  human 
beings  were  thereby  confined  in  the  recesses  of  the  mine,  with  little  prospect  of 
ever  again  seeing  the  light  of  day. 

THE  MINE  PROPERTY. 

The  Avondale  mine  property  was  leased  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Phelps,  of  Wilkes-Barre, 
June  13,  1863,  of  Win.  C.  Reynolds,  Henderson  Gaylord,  and  others.  In  Janu- 
ary)^866, Air.  Phelps  assigned  it  to  the  Steuben  Coal  Company,  which  was  sub- 
sequently merged  with  the  Nanticoke  Coal  & Iron  Company,  who  built  the 
destroyed  works,  and  lessees  from  whom  the  D.,  L.,  & W.  RR.  Co.  are. 

The  mine  is  driven  into  what  are  known  as  the  Shawnee  Hills,  which  overlook 
the  valley  on  the  uorth.  These  hills  rise  abruptly  to  a great  height  behind  the 
ruins  of  the  breaker,  etc.,  and  are  thickly  covered  with  primeval  forest  trees. 
Standing  on  the  made  ground  on  which  the  breaker  was  situated,  and  looking 
southerly,  a most  beautiful  view  presents  itself.  Immediately  below  and  on  either 
hand  are  streets  of  miners’  houses,  all  neatly  whitewashed.  Still  lower  down  is 
the  Bloomsburg  Railroad  track.  Lower  still,  looking  over  the  Shawnee  Flats, 
and  nearly  half  a mile  distant,  silently  flows  the  placid  Susquehanna  river,  while 
luxuriant  meadows,  broad  in  extent,  make  from  either  side.  The  Dundee  Shaft  and 
other  coal  works,  and  numerous  hamlets  dot  the  landscape,  and  in  the  distance 
the  Wilkes-Barre  mountains  loom  up,  completing  a picture  which  for  variety  and 
beauty  can  hardly  be  surpassed.  # 

The  works  were  built  for  Moses  Taylor,  of  New  York,  and  were  finished  in 
September,  1867,  being  considered  the  finest  in  the  valley.  The  size  of  the  shaft  was 
10x22  feet  4.  inches,  with  hoisting  ways  7 feet  wide  for  coal,  and  an  air  way  7 
feet  wide.  The  top  of  the  breaker  was  60  feet  above  the  mouth  of  the  shaft. 
Four  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  feet  of  lumber  were  required  for  the  buildings 
ind  the  brattice  work  of  the  shaft.  The  plans  and  specifications  for  the  breaker, 
fee.,  were  made  at  the  Dickson  Manufacturing  Works,  Scranton,  where  the  ma- 
chinery was  also  built,  under  the  supervision  of  the  late  Mr.  John  A.  Dickson,  it 
aeing  the  last  work  planned  by  him.  The  machinery  was  as  follows  : One  40- 
horse  power  engine  for  driving  breakers,  screens,  and  side  planes ; one  pair  of 
10-horse  power  engines  each,  for  hoisting  coal  from  the  pit,  and  one  80-horse 
lower  engine,  carrying  two  12-inch  plunger  pumps,  9 feet  stroke.  All  the  above 
nachinery  was  supplied  with  steam  from  six  boilers,  34  inches  in  diameter  and 
10  feet  long.  The  breakers  consisted  of  one  pair,  16x36  inches,  for  breaking 
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down  the  large  coal  as  it  comes  from  the  mine,  and  one  pair,  13x30  inches,  for 
rebreaking  the  grate  coal.  There  was  one  6 feet,  two  5 feet,  and  two  4 feet 
screens  for  separating  the  various  sizes  of  coal.  The  breaker  and  buildings  burned 
covered  about  half  au  acre  of  grouud.  The  capacity  of  the  breaker  was  between 
300  and  400  tons  of  lump,  and  between  800  and  900  tons  of  prepared  coal. 

TIIE  INTERIOR  OF  THE  MINE. 


Lino  of  Abandoned  McFarlane  Mine — full  of 
water. 


to 

Co 
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On  the  preceding  page  will  be  found  a plan  of  the  interior  of  the  mine, 
which  represents  the  latter  exactly  as  it  was  the  morning  of  the  disaster. 
The  drawing  for  it  was  made  by  Mining  Engineer  John  F.  Snyder,  of 
the  Delaware,  Lackawanna,  & Western,  Railroad  Company,  from  the  original 
working  plan  of  the  mine,  to  which  has  been  added,  by  Mr.  Henry  J.  Phillips, 
also  a mining  engineer  of  the  Company,  the  latest  workings  in  the  mine.  Letters 
in  the  cut  refer  to  foot  notes,  indicating  the  position  of  the  shaft,  furnace, 
ventilation  flue,  stable,  all  the  gangways,  air-ways,  cross-cuts,  doors,  planes,  etc., 
together  with  the  portion  of  the  east  gangway  in  which  were  found  huddled 
together  sixty-seven  unfortunate  miners.  The  black  portions  represent  the  coal 
left  for  pillars,  and  the  white  the  chambers  which  are  worked  out.  The  drawing 
is  made  to  scale,  300  feet  to  the  inch. 

DISCOVERY  AND  PROGRESS  OP  FIRE. 

The  fire  was  first  discovered  by  people  outside,  issuing  from  the  top  of  the  head 
house,  but  before  that  time,  Mr.  Alexander  Weir,  the  engineer,  had  been  startled 
by  its  rushing  up  the  shaft  with  great  fury  and  with  a sound  not  unlike  that  of  an 
explosion  or  pouff.  So  rapidly  did  it  carry  on  its  work  that  he  was  merely 
enabled  to  blow  the  whistle  and  arrange  matters  to  prevent  a boiler  explosion, 
being  obliged  finally  to  make  his  exit  without  securing  his  hat.  In  an  almost 
incredibly  short  space  of  time  everything  combustible  about  the  entire  works  was 
in  flames — a line  of  fire  extending  from  the  Bloomsburg  Railroad  track  below,  to  the 
head  house  above,  a distance  of  not  less  than  three  hundred  feet.  When  thus  in  full 
progress,  the  sight  was  grand  beyond  description.  Imagine  a plane  of  fire  running 
up  at  an  angle  of  about  thirty-three  degrees  toAvard  the  hill  above,  and  after  it  has 
accomplished  that  distance,  see  it  shoot  up  in  one  immense  column  into  the  air, 
while  dense  clouds  of  smoke  envelope  all  surrounding  objects,  and  the  reader  can 
have  a faint  idea  of  the  spectacle. 

But  there  was  another  phase  of  the  scene  at  this  time  which  harrowed  up  the 
very  soul.  Surrounding  the  fire  on  every  side  Avere  hundreds  of  men,  women,  and 
children,  the  female  portion  of  whom  were  making  the  air  resound  with  their 
frantic  cries  of  distress.  Wives  were  wringing  their  hands  and  wailing  “ Oh  ! my 
Jimmy;”  “ God  have  mercy;”  “ Who’ll  take  care  of  my  children?”  and  using 
every  expression  of  endearment  and  of  woe.  Mothers  were  crying  out  for  their 
sons,  as  only  mothers  can  cry,  and  feeling  only  as  mothers  can  feel.  Fathers  were 
bewailing  the  loss  of  their  first  born  or  the  sons  of  their  later  years.  Brothers 
and  sisters  were  mourning  the  loss  of  brothers,  and  sweethearts  Avere  frantic  over 
the  immolation  of  fond  iovers,  who  only  the  evening  previous,  perhaps,  had 
strained  them  to  their  bosoms  and  whose  kisses  were  yet  burning  on  their  lips. 
No  persuasion,  entreaty,  advice,  or  consolation  served  to  quiet  them.  This  state  of 
things  continued  for  hours,  when  most  of  the  bereaved  relatives  became  more  calm 
as  they  saw  every  possible  effort  making  to  extinguish  the  fire.  During  the 
balance  of  the  day  these  outbreaks  Avere  much  less  frequent,  although  individual 
exhibitions  of  overmastering  grief  might  have  been  frequently  seen  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  fire,  or  heard  issuing  from  the  cabins  of  the  miners. 

During  the  early  progress  of  the  fire,  great  fears  were  entertained  that  all  the 
miners’  houses,  which  are  situated  on  the  side  hill,  both  ways  from  the  fire,  would 
be  consumed,  and  accordingly  all  household  goods  were  removed  to  a place  of 
security.  The  heat  was  intense,  but  providentially  the  wind  blew  up  the  hill 
directly  in  the  line  of  the  fire,  burning  only  the  forest  trees,  which  blazed  and 
crackled  and  writhed  in  the  scorching  heat  like  very  fiends. 

As  soon  as  the  fire  began  to  be  visible  to  the  surrounding  country  and  to  the 
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neighboring  collieries,  men  began  to  flock  toward  the  burning  breaker,  and  soon 
a large  crowd  assembled,  which  constantly  increased.  By  noon  it  numbered  many 
thousands,  every  elevated  place  thronging  with  sight  seers.  The  first  thought  of 
Mr.  Conrad  Lee,  outside-foreman  of  the  mine,  was  to  remove  the  blasting  powder 
from  the  magazine  in  the  immediate  proximity  of  the  fire,  to  a place  of  safety  at  a 
distance.  He  then  telegraphed  to  General  Superintendent  W.  It.  Storrs,  at 
Scranton,  for  the  steam  fire  engine  and  other  assistance,  also  to  Kingston  and 
Wilkes-Barre,  for  fire  engines.  Messrs  Lee  and  Case,  (the  latter  of  Grand  Tunnel 
mine),  immediately  set  themselves  about  organizing  a bucket  company  and  formed 
aline  from  a large  water  tank  on  the  hill  to  the  fire,  throwing  water  upon  it  until 
the  arrival  of  the  first  fire  apparatus-— hand  engine  Luzerne,  from  Kingston. 
This  engine  was  accompanied  by  Master  Mechanic  Graham,  of  the  L.  & B.  It.  R., 
and  a large  force  of  shop  men,  and  was  placed  on  the  hill  near  the  head  of  the 
shaft.  It  was  supplied  from  the  buckets  until  a trough  was  laid  from  the  tank  on 
the  hill  above,  through  which  it  was  thenceforth  furnished  with  a constant  supply 
of  water.  G ood  Will  engine  No.  1.,  of  Wilkes-Barre,  accompanied  by  Chief 
Engineer  Woodward  and  a large  company  of  men,  arrived  next.  Nay  Aug  steam 
fire  engine  of  Scranton,  (S.  B.  Stillwell,  Foreman),  reached  the  ground  about  one 
o’clock.  This  was  accompanied  by  four  hundred  feet  of  hose,  and  by  a company 
of  men.  Supt.  Storrs,  Mining  Engineer  Snyder,  and  others,  were  on  the  train 
which  carried  Nay  Aug  down.  A line  of  hose  was  stretched  up  the  hill,  and 
drawn  above  a wall  of  stone  thirty-five  feet  high,  at  the  top  of  which  was  located 
the  upper  portion  of  the  breaker  and  the  head  house  of  the  works.  After  being 
supplied  for  a time  by  Good  Will  engine,  the  steamer  took  suction  in  a stream 
below  the  railroad,  and  sent  a powerful  volume  of  waiter  into  the  mouth  of  the 
shaft,  which  was  covered  with  a seething  mass  of  burning  timbers.  About  the 
middle  of  the  afternoon  the  two  streams  from  the  Kingston  and  Scranton  engines 
had  subdued  the  fire  in  a great  measure,  and  Nay  Aug’s  was  then  removed  to  a 
disused  tunnel,  the  mouth  of  which  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  the  high  wall  men- 
tioned. When  the  rubbish  which  encumbered  it  was  cleared  away,  the  stream  of 
water  was  carried  into  the  tunnel  to  an  opening  in  the  side  of  the  shaft,  down 
which  the  flood  was  poured  until  all  fire  was  extinguished.  This  opening  is  about 
thirty  feet  below  the  head  of  the  shaft  and  about  fifty  feet  from  the  mouth  of  the 
tunnel.  Good  Will  engine  all  this  time  had  a constant  stream  of  water  upon  a 
huge  mass  of  burning  coal  which  was  in  the  chutes  between  the  railroad  and  the 
head  house  above  when  the  fire  broke  out. 

PREPARATIONS  TO  DESCEND  TIIE  SHAFT. 

As  soon  as  the  fire  was  so  far  extinguished  above  that  men  could  work  about  the 
mouth  of  the  shaft,  the  rubbish  was  cleared  away  and  preparations  made  to  rig  a 
derrick  over  it  by  which  to  descend  the  shaft.  The  derrick  was  finished  shortly 
after  half  past  five  P m.,  and  also  hoisting  apparatus,  worked  by  horse  power. 
This  was  supplied  with  about  six  hundred  feet  of  strong  rope.  In  order  to  prevent 
any  unnecessary  risk  to  human  life,  it  was  deemed  prudent  to  send  an  animal  and  a 
light  (in  a closed  lantern),  into  the  shaft  first.  Accordingly,  at  ten  minutes  to  six,  a 
small  dog,  enclosed  in  a box  with  a slat  top,  also  a lighted  lantern,  were  lowered  as 
far  as  possible  into  the  shaft  to  see  if  the  air  was  foul  enough  to  kill  the  dog  or  to 
extinguish  the  light — if  not  it  was  thought  a man  could  descend  with  safety. 
Breathlessly  the  immense  crowd  awaited  the  result.  At  six  o’clock  the  box  was 
raised  to  the  surface — the  dog  was  living,  but  the  light  in  the  lantern  was  out 
(probably  because  it  was  a closed  light),  yet  it  was  evident  to  all  that  the  lamp  of 
human  life  would  burn  at  the  bottom  of  the  fearful  shaft.  A sentiment  of  relief  was 
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experienced  for  the  first  time  since  morning,  and  strong  hopes  were  entertained  that 
the  imprisoned  men  would  soon  be  found  living,  breathing  beings,  instead  of  inani- 
mate corpses  as  had  been  feared  all  day.  Before  the  dog  was  drawn  up,  quiet  was 
requested,  and  a number  of  men  who  were  at  the  mouth  of  the  tunnel  hallooed  down 
the  shaft  in  the  hope  that  an  answering  sound  vjould  be  heard  from  the  imprisoned 
men.  Many  in  the  tunnel  and  above  ground  thought  they  heard  answer,  “ All 
right,”  and  immediately,  cheer  after  cheer  went  up  from  the  assembled  multitude, 
but  the  most  experienced  miners  present  were  not  of  the  same  mind.  They  could 
hear  no  answer. 

After  the  dog  was  hauled  up,  efforts  were  again  made  to  call  to  those  below,  but 
there  was  so  much  confusion  around  the  mouth  of  the  shaft,  so  many  people  being 
gathered  there,  and  all  being  so  anxious  to  see  what  was  going  on,  that  it  was 
impossible.  A policeman,  and  others,  made  every  effort  to  get  the  people  back, 
but  all  to  no  purpose.  It  was  finally  thought  advisable  to  turn  a stream  of' water 
upon  the  crowd  to  drive  it  away,  which  was  accordingly  done. 

DESCENT  OP  MR.  VARTUE. 

When  quiet  was  by  this  means  restored,  another  loud  call  was  made. 
Breathless  silence  was  observed  by  the  vast  concourse,  numbering  thousands,  but 
no  answering  voice  was  heard,  and  hope  died  away.  Now  piercing  shrieks  pro- 
ceeding from  heart-broken  women  were  heard,  as  the  horrid  truth  began  to  dawn 
upon  their  minds  that  they  were  in  fact  bereaved.  But  unheeding  all  this,  efforts 
were  going  on  to  ascertain  beyond  a peradventure  the  actual  condition  of  the  men. 
To  this  end  a volunteer  was  called  for  to  descend  the  shaft.  Here  was  an  oppor- 
tunity to  display  moral  and  physical  courage  such  as  is  seldom  required  of  mortal 
man.  Notwithstanding  the  assurance  which  the  living  dog  conveyed  to  those 
above — who  knew  whether  or  not  the  air  below  was  not  getting  fouler  every  mo- 
ment ? Who  knew  if  on  the  bottom  of  the  shaft,  providing  it  could  be  reached, 
there  was  not  sufficient  “black  damp”  to  asphyxiate  the  strongest  man  ? While 
these  queries  passed  through  many  minds,  causing  them  to  shrink  from  the  ven- 
ture, one  noble  man  stood  by,  ready  to  peril  his  earthly  existence,  if  need  be,  for 
the  benefit  of  his  fellow-miners.  All  honor  to  the  great-hearted  Charles  Vartue, 
of  the  Grand  Tunnel  colliery.  In  the  prime  of  life  (35  years  old),  with  a glow- 
ing future  before  him,  he  stepped  forth  (perhaps  to  his  earthly  doom),  hooked 
on  his  lamp,  and  prepared  to  descend.  A bucket  was  securely  fastened  to  the 
rope,  and,  provided  with  a lantern,  a canteen  of  coffee,  a wet  towel  wound 
around  his  neck,  and  a signal  rope,  at  half-past  six  he  commenced  his  descent. 
Slowly  the  rope  unwound  from  the  great  drum,  and  after  occasional  stops  he  gave 
the  signal  to  ascend. 

HIS  RETURN  AND  REPORT. 

In  fourteen  minutes  after  he  disappeared  he  again  reached  the  surface,  and 
was  immediately  plied  with  questions.  Mr.  V".  reported  that  about  half-way 
down  the  shaft  he  found  obstructions  which  prevented  his  further  descent.  A 
pump  was  lodged  there,  upon  which  rested  a stick  of  timber  and  other  obstruc- 
tions, and  although  there  was  an  opening  large  enough  to  go  through,  he  feared 
to  enter,  thinking  that  if  he  did  the  debris  might  fall  upon  him.  He  reported 
the  brattice  in  the  shaft  not  much  burned,  and  the  air  perfectly  good  and  not  much 
heated;  also  that  two  men  would  have  to  go  down,  as  they  could  work  together 
to  good  advantage.  It  being  thought  best  to  send  fresh  men,  volunteers  were 
again  called  for. 

TWO  MEN  DESCEND. 

Several  responded,  and  Charles  Jones,  of  Plymouth,  and  Stephen  Evans,  of 
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Nottingham  shaft,  were  selected.  At  seven  minutes  to  seven  o’clock,  being  supplied 
■with  a hatchet,  hook,  and  other  appliances,  they  descended.  They  gave  signals 
several  times  to  stop,  during  which  time  they  were  engaged  in  removing  obstruc- 
tions. At  two  minutes  past  seven  they  stepped  from  the  bucket  upon  the  bottom 
»f  the  shaft  and  disappeared.  Darkness  for  a time  held  sway,  and  every  heart 
shove  beat  with  accelerated  speed.  Six  minutes  later  a smothered  sound  was  heard, 
as  of  heavy  pounding  some  distance  from  the  bottom  of  the  shaft,  and  it  was 
supposed  above  that  it  was  upon  brattice  rvork  built  by  the  buried  men  to  close  up 
the  gangway,  and  thus  prevent  the  entrance  of  lire  and  smoke. 

DISCOURAGING  REPORT. 

Nine  minutes  later  the  men  emerged  from  the  shaft,  gasping  for  fresh  air.  They 
reported  that  they  went  seventy  or  eighty  yards  into  a gangway,  finding  two  dead 
mules  as  they  progressed.  They  finally  came  to  a closed  door,  upon  which  they 
pounded,  waiting  breathlessly  for  an  answering  sound  from  the  unfortunate  men. 
But  alas  ! alas!!  no  sound  came,  and  they  felt  compelled  to  return,  noticing 
that  clouds  of  sulphur  were  pouring  out  through  the  crevices  in  the  wood- 
work of  the  door.  They  did  not  attempt  to  break  down  the  door, 
fearing  that  the  sulphur  would  overpower  them  iu  their  partially  ex- 
hausted condition.  They  also  discovered  another  gangway  running  in  another 
direction,  into  which  the  fresh  air  appeared  to  be  rushing.  This  Mr.  Jones  desired 
to  penetrate,  but  his  companion,  either  from  exhaustion  or  some  other  reason,  de- 
clined, and  Mr.  J.  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to  attempt  to  explore  it  alone. 

TWO  VOLUNTEERS  SACRIFICE  THEMSELVES. 

When  this  news  went  abroad  among  the  crowd,  its  significance  was  understood 
in  a moment.  Most  people  saw  in  it  indications  that  those  who  were  imprisoned 
below  would  never  again  behold  the  light  of  day,  and  the  shrieks  of  women  and 
the  cries  of  children  rent  the  evening  air.  No  words  can  describe  the  scene.  It 
continued  far  into  the  silent  watches  of  the  night.  But  during  this  time  efforts 
to  ascertain  positively  the  fate  of  the  imprisoned  men  were  not  intermitted.  t Two 
mpre  volunteers  were  called  upon,  and  two  more  men  were  found  ready  to  risk 
their  lives  for  those  of  their  comrades  in  the  mine.  Thomas  W.  Williams,  of 
Plymouth,  and  David  Jones,  of  Grand  Tunnel,  entered  what  subsequently  proved 
to  them  the  pit  of  death.  After  reaching  the  bottom  of  the  shaft  they  made 
signals  for  pick  and  shovel  to  be  sent  them.  Accordingly  the  bucket  was  hoisted 
and  the  tools  were  put  in  and  sent  to  them.  After  waiting  some  time,  and  hear- 
ing nothing  from  the  men,  the  bucket  was  again  raised  and  two  fresh  men  went 
down  to  search  for  them.  Both  Williams  and  Jones  were  found  lying  insensible. 
The  body  of  Williams  was  immediately  sent  up  with  the  men  who  went  down, 
only  Jones  remaining.  After  long  continued  efforts  to  resuscitate  Williams,  the 
melancholy  truth  had  to  be  accepted  that  his  life  had  been  given  a sacrifice  for  the 
dead,  and  that  another  victim  was  added  to  the  fearful  disaster.  Another  party  now 
descended,  for  Jones,  one  of  whom  had  been  down  previously.  They  had  not 
gone  far  before  this  man  was  prostrated,  and  his  companion,  as  hurriedly  as  possi- 
ble, carried  him  back  to  the  bucket  and  both  were  quickly  drawn  up.  It  was  a 
work  of  some  time  to  resuscitate  him,  but  it  was  finally  accomplished.  Thomas 
L.  Williams  now  went  down,  found  the  body  of  Jones,  and  drew  it  to  the  bottom 
of  the  shaft,  but  was  too  much  overcome  to  remain  longer.  He  was  drawn  up, 
and  John  W.  and  Isaac  Thomas  went  down  for  a final  effort  to  recover  the  body 
of  the  unfortunate  Jones.  This  they  accomplished  with  difficulty,  finding  the  air 
fouler  every  moment.  Two  brave  men  had  now  perished,  willing  martyrs 
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to  their  efforts  to  gain  some  tidings  of  their  buried  brethren.  Mr.  Williams  left 
a loving  wife  and  four  children  to  mourn  his  loss,  and  Mr.  Jones,  friends  who  will 
look  vainly  for  his  coming  to  them  again.  By  the  time  these  fruitless  efforts  had 
been  finished  it  was  past  midnight,  and  prudence  dictated  that  until  fresh  air  could 
be  forced  into  the  mine  it  would  be  nothing  short  of  suicide  for  men  again  to  at- 
tempt an  entrance.  It  was  accordingly  determined  that  nothing  more  should  be 
done  until  a fan  and  a donkey  engine  (which  was  expected  from  Scranton,)  should 
be  rigged  at  the  mouth  of  the  shaft,  by  which  to  force  air  through  a canvas  hose 
into  the  mine.  The  following  telegram  was  at  this  time  flashed  over  the  wires : 

“ The  only  hope  for  the  men  in  the  mine  is  their  having  shut 

THEMSELVES  OUT  ENTIRELY  FROM  THE  DRAFT.” 

AIR  TO  BE  FORCED  INTO  THE  MINE. 

At  seven  o’clock  Tuesday  morning  the  fan  and  engine  arrived  on  the  ground. 
At  9:15  A.  M.,  they  commenced  working,  and  every  pulse  was  quickened  at  the 
busy  hum  and  at  the  prospect  of  a speedy  renewal  of  the  mine  explorations.  At 
the  same  time  a meeting  of  miners  was  convened  in  the  woods  near  by,  at  which 
Mr.  James  George,  an  old  and  experienced  miner  and  President  of  the  Plymouth 
Branch  of  the  Miners’  Union,  presided.  He  stated  in  a spirited  speech,  the  object 
of  the  gathering  to  be  the  organization  of  a force  of  fifty  experienced  men  from 
among  the  representatives  of  the  several  districts  of  the  county  present,  to  hold 
themselves  in  readiness  to  volunteer  to  descend  the  shaft.  He  said  that  seventeen 
miners  from  Hyde  Park  were  ready,  and  called  for  nominations  from  other  locali- 
ties. Thomas  J.  Phillips,  Superintendent  of  the  Jersey  mines,  waited  upon  the 
meeting  to  say  that  when  preparations  were  ready  the  carpenters,  machinists,  and 
others  would  give  place  to  the  miners,  who  should  co-operate  with  the  officers  of 
the  Company  in  exploring  the  mine. 

By  half-past  nine  people  began  to  arrive  on  the  ground  in  great  numbers  from 
all  the  surrounding  country,  and  it  was  not  long  before  they  numbered  thousands. 
Among  them  came  a reinforcement  of  three  hundred  miners  from  Coalville,  head- 
ed by  Mr.  J.  C.  Wells.  xAfter  working  the  fan  a few  minutes  on  trial,  the  canvas 
air  conductor,  or  hose  (about  two  feet  in  diameter),  was  connected  and  lowered  to 
the  bottom  of  the  mine,  and  the  fan  set  to  work.  By  this  time  forty-six  miners 
had  enrolled  their  names  and  had  chosen  as  Superintendents,  James  George,  of 
Plymouth,  and  Henry  W.  Evans,  of  Pittston.  Geo.  Morgan,  of  the  Nanticoke 
mines,  was  appointed  foreman  on  the  part  of  the  miners,  and  Thomas  E.  Davies, 
of  Nanticoke,  and  John  H.  Powell,  of  Taylorville,  as  advisors,  who  were  to  have 
the  direction  of  operations  in  the  mine  after  the  descent  was  made. 

THE  TUNNEL  ENTRANCE. 

These  men  and  the  various  relief-gangs  repaired  to  the  tunnel  and  placed  them- 
selves at  its  opening  into  the  shaft,  from  which  point  all  efforts  were  thereafter 
conducted.  Here  men  stepped  upon  the  platform  carriage  when  about  to  descend, 

(and  here  it  stopped  as  it  was  drawn  up  from  the[bottom  of  the  shaft.  This  tunnel 
is  about  one  thousand  feet  long.  It  was  driven  into  the  side  hill  many  years  ago, 
in  the  hope  of  striking  coal,  but  it  was  a failure,  and  had  never  been  used.  It 
ran  directly  past  the  shaft  and  had  an  opening  into  the  latter  about  fifty  feet  from 
the  point  where  it  enters  the  hill.  It  was  through  this  tunnel  that  all  the  bodies 
were  subsequently  carried  to  the  outer  air. 

r 

THE  MINE  AGAIN  ENTERED. 

At  10:30  A.  M.  Thomas  Carson,  Superintendent  of  Hampton  mines,  and  John 
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P.  Davies,  carpenter  at  Avondale,  made  the  first  descent  of  the  shaft.  They  pro- 
ceeded only  one  hundred  feet  when  they  lowered  three  lamps,  which  were  found 
to  burn  freely.  Obstructions,  however,  prevented  the  lamps  from  reaching  the 
bottom  within  fifteen  feet.  They  remained  in  their  position  reconnoitering  the 
shaft  for  fifteen  minutes,  the  lamps  continuing  to  burn.  At  eleven  o’clock  they 
returned  and  reported  that  tools  were  needed  to  clear  the  passage,  and  fifteen 
minutes  later,  George  T.  Morgan,  of  Nanticoke,  John  Powell,  of  Taylorville, 
Thomas  Davies,  of  Bellevue,  and  Thomas  E.  Davies,  of  Nanticoke,  a Committee  of 
Miners,  descended  the  shaft,  proceeding  slowly  and  with  care.  After  a few  min- 
utes they  ascended  to  the  head  of  the  shaft  and  reported  that  after  leaving  the 
platform  on  which  they  went  down  they  proceeded  about  thirty  feet  into  the  gang- 
way, and  finding  a great  deal  of  carbonic  acid  gas  (black  damp)  retreated,  after 
carrying  the  end  of  the  large  canvas  air  conveyer  as  far  into  +he  mine  as  they 
went.  The  damp  was  between  two  and  three  feet  deep  on  the  bottom  of  the 
mine.  Five  minutes  to  twelve  o’clock  Rees  Evans,  Thomas  Carson,  Charles 
Jones,  and  Isaac  Thomas,  another  Miners’  Committee,  descended  the  shaft.  They 
returned  safely,  as  had  the  first.  They  penetrated  the  gangway  seventy-five  feet 
in  distance  and  found  the  large  door  wide  open.  They  then  went  a hundred  feet 
further  in  one  of  the  tributary  gangways,  and  found  a small  door  closed.  After 
opening  this  to  give  circulation  of  air  around  to  the  entrance,  they  returned.  Had 
this  small  door  been  found  open  it  was  thought  that  there  might  have  been  a 
shadow  of  hope,  as  the  gases  and  smoke  and  fire  would  have  had  free  passage 
around  the  circuit  and  out  again.  This  not  being  the  case,  fears  were  entertained 
that  the  smoke  had  penetrated  the  inner  mine  and  suffocated  all  the  men.  The 
main  doorway  leading  to  the  mine  had  not  up  to  this  time  been  reached.  At 
half-past  twelve  o’clock  a third  set  of  men,  four  in  number,  went  down,  but  re- 
turned in  fifteen  minutes.  Two  of  them  were  so  much  overcome  with  the  effects 
of  the  gas  that  an  hour  elapsed  before  the  combined  efforts  of  three  physicians 
were  successful  in  restoring  them.  In  the  meantime  the  wildest  excitement  pre- 
vailed among  the  immense  crowd  assembled,  who  were  with  great  difficulty  kept 
back  from  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  mine.  A telegram  at  this  time  gives  a 
succinct  account  of  the  situation,  as  follows  : 

“The  two  miners  are  saved  at  last.  It  seems  idle  to  peril  life  by  any  further  attemrts  to  go  down  as  long 
as  the  gas  is  so  strong.  No  attempt  can  of  course  be  made  to  rea'-h  the  main  door  or  penetrate  the  mine  until 
the  outer  gangway  is  cleared  ol  gas.  It  is  uncertain  how  long  this  will  take.  There  is  really  no  ground  to 
hope  that  a single  life  remains  of  those  who  went  to  work  in  the  mine  Monday  morning.  Everybody  gives 
them  up,  and  naught  probably  remains  to  do  but  unearth  the  dead.  What  horror  and  surffering  was  yesterday 
witnessed  beneath  this  spot,  and  whether  it  was  of  long  or  short  duration,  none  will  probably  ever  know.” 

MORE  MEN  OVERCOME  BY  DAMP. 

For  two  hours  nothing  was  done  but  force  air  down  the  shaft,  after  which 
time,  lighted  lamps  were  lowered  to  the  bottom.  Finding  that  they  burned 
freely,  four  men  descended,  who  returned  ten  minutes  afterward  in  good  condition 
and  reported  the  atmosphere  much  purer.  At  half  past  three  o’clock  another  relay 
of  four  men  went  down  the  shaft.  They  proceeded  along  the  gangway,  through 
the  first  door,  and  about  seventy-five  feet  further,  when  they  opened  a door  leading 
to  the  furnace.  It  was  found  to  be  full  of  burning  coal,  and  that  the  fire  had 
communicated  with  a heap  of  coal  in  front,  which  was  also  a blazing  mass.  One 
of  the  party  becoming  overcome  with  the  gas,  the  rest  retired  quickly  with  him 
and  were  drawn  up.  On  arriving  at  the  mouth  of  the  shaft  the  exhausted  man 
was  carried  out  bodily  bv  four  men,  and  the  others  assisted  out  to  the  open  air, 
where  they  weroi resuscitated  with  great  difficulty.  A consultation  was  now  held 
and  sad  and  serious  were  the  deliberations.  All  efforts,  so  far,  to  relieve  the  men 
or  get  at  them  had  been  worse  than  fruitless.  The  air  had  been  forced  into 
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the  mine  all  day  through  the  gangway  in  which  stands  the  furnace.  It  had  been 
understood  since  the  previous  night  that  the  coal  in  this  furnace  had  been  drawn 
out  and  extinguished  upon  the  first  alarm  of  fire.  Such  was  the  report  of  those 
who  first  entered  the  mine  Monday  night.  It  now  seemed  not,  and  that  the 
volume  of  air  sent  into  the  mine  had  swept  over  the  burning  furnace  and  carried 
all  the  gases  and  smoke  therefrom  into  the  inner  recesses  of  the  mine.  This 
alone,  continued  as  it  had  been  all  day,  would  have  been  enough  t®  have  caused 
the  death  of  every  inmate  of  the  mine,  even  if  any  had  been  fortunate  enough  to 
have  been  alive  Tuesday  morning.  At  five  o’clock,  hose  was  let  down  the  shaft 
through  which  to  force  water  uoon  the  furnace  to  extinguish  the  fire.  At  half 
past  six  o’clock,  four  men — John  Tisdale,  Col.  Harkness,  John  Satterlee,  and  Itees 
B.  Jones, — went  down  to  carry  the  end  of  the  hose  to  the  furnace.  They  returned 
fifteen  minutes  later,  saying  that  the  hose  was  tangled  in  the  shaft  so  that  they 
could  only  partly  arrange  it,  and  they  could  not  find  the  opening  by  which  they 
expected  to  enter.  They  were  not  seriously  affected  by  the  foul  air.  At  ten  min- 
utes past  seven  o’clock  another  relay  of  four  men — Wm.  Bray*  Evan  Morris,  Evan 
J.  Evans,  and  Wm.  Gregory — went  down.  They  returned  in  about  twenty  minutes, 
reporting  that  they  had  been  at  the  furnace  and  found  everything  all  right  except 
the  fire,  which  was  still  burning.  They  could  not  arrange  the  hose  until  it 
was  hoisted  up  a little.  They  also  were  not  much  affected  by  the  bad  air.  At 
ten  minutes  to  eight  o’clock,  John  Price,  Evan  Morris,  Wm.  M.  Thomas,  aud 
Elijah  Thomas  went  down  (making  Morris’s  second  trip),  for  the  purpose  of 
arranging  the  hose.  They  were  down  twenty  minutes,  and  Evan  Morris  was 
brought  out  insensible — falling  before  ho  reached  the  carriage — this  second  trip 
proving  more  than  he  could  stand.  He  was  resuscitated  in  a short  time.  The 
others  were  all  right.  They  succeeded  in  getting  the  hose  ready  to  haul  up. 
Twenty-five  minutes  past  eight  o’clock,  John  Williams,  John  Hopkins,  IT.  W. 
Evans,  and  D.  W.  Evans  went  down,  and  staid  twenty-five  minutes,  causing  eon- 

Isiderable  anxiety  among  those  above.  The  hose  was  carried  forward  to  the 
furnace,  thirty  feet.  They  reported  that  there  was  no  fire  except  that  in  the 
grate,  which  seemed  to  be  dying  out.  At  five  minutes  past  nine,  Wm.  S.  Price, 
Lewis  Davies,  G.  D.  Davies,  and  Wm.  McGregor  went  down,  but  after  remaining 

I twenty  minutes  returned,  reporting  no  new  developments.  At  twenty  minutes 
of  ten,  Thos.  M.  Price,  Mark  Evans,  Wm.  Bray,  and  D.  W.  Beese  went  down, 
and  after  a lapse  of  fifteen  minutes  returned,  and  reported  the  hose  placed  in  posi- 
tion for  the  water,  the  idea  being  to  throw  the  water  against  the  roof,  at  a 

I pressure  of  two  hundred  feet,  and  let  it  fall  on  the  furnace.  While  these  men 
were  down,  those  who  anxiously  awaited  the  result  of  their  descent  were  consider- 
ably alarmed  by  the  cracking  of  the  roof  of  the  tunnel  and  the  falling  of  part  of  it, 
; caused  by  the  cooling  off  of  the  surface  rock.  Fortunately  no  one  was  hurt.  At 
ten  o’clock  the  water  was  turned  into  the  hose.  At  a quarter  past  eleven  o’clock, 
D.  W.  Morgan,  II.  IT.  Williams,  A.  Phillips,  and  Wm.  J.  Price,  went  down  the 
shaft,  remaining  fifteen  minutes.  They  found  much  foul  air  and  did  not  advance 
further  than  the  furnace.  At  midnight  Tuesday,  David  S.  Jones,  Henry  Atherell, 
Samuel  Morgan,  and  John  Williams  went  down,  and  after  remaining  twenty-five 
minutes,  came  up,  in  a very  bad  condition ; the  blue  damp  that  now  commenced 
rising  making  them  quite  sick,  but  not  insensible  as  were  the  others.  They  threw 
water  upon  the  furnace  and  reported  that  the  fire  was  out. 

At  about  the  time  this  gang  asked  to  be  hoisted,  George  Morgan,  who  was 
watching  at  the  opening  of  the  shaft,  had  to  be  removed,  and  all  except  four  or  five 
were  driven  from  the  tunnel,  the  blue  damp  that  was  coming  up  the  shaft  making 
Morgan  sick,  and  placing  all  who  might  be  in  the  tunnel  in  a very  perilous  situa- 


12 


THE  AVONDALE  DISASTER. 


tiou.  No  further  attempt  was  made  to  go  down  for  an  hour.  Water  was  all  the 
time  going  down  freely. 

ONE  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHT  BODIES  RECOVERED. 

Wednesday,  at  two  o’clock  a.  m.,  matters  were  at  a stand  still,  except  as  regards 
the  water  going  in  upon  the  furnace  and  the  rising  of  the  blue  damp.  No  one  had 
been  down  since  the  gang  last  reported,  although  an  effort  was  making  to  get 
another  gang  to  go.  Three  who  had  not  been  down  were  ready,  but  those  in 
authority  were  afraid  to  have  them  run  the  risk,  unless  some  one  who  had  been 
down,  would  go  along.  Observation  convinced  all  present  that  the  men  in  the 
mine  were  beyond  all  hope  of  recovery  alive.  The  volunteers  at  this  time  were 
about  worked  out,  and  the  prospect  of  the  air  being  pure  enough  to  allow  of  any 
more  men  entering  for  a longtime  was  not  good.  Just  before  three  o’clock,  how- 
ever, a party  went  down  and  penetrated  as  far  as  the  stable  of  the  mine,  where 
two  dead  bodies  w^j-e  found  in  a horrible  condition  (bloated  and  with  blood  issuing 
from  their  mouths).  At  first  they  were  not  recognized,  but  after  being  brought 
up  they  wTere  found  to  be  those  of  Palmer  Steele,  stable  boss,  and  a young  man 
aged  about  eighteen  years,  named  Dennison  Slocum.  The  latter  was  a mule 
driver.  Mr.  Steele  leaves  a wife  and  a family  of  five  girls,  the  oldest  not  over  ten 
years  of  age. 

At  half-past  six  o’clock,  R.  Williams,  D.  W.  Evans,  John  Williams,  and  William 
Thomas  went  down  and  made  the  most  extended  exploration  hitherto  attempted. 
They  were  gone  half  an  hour,  when  they  returned  and  reported  that  they  ascended 
the  self-acting  plane  leading  to  the  east  gangway,  and  traversed  it  until  they 
reached  a closed  brattice  which  the  men  had  built  to  shut  themselves  if  possible 
from  the  foul  air.  This  they  broke  through,  and  their  gaze  was  met  by  a view 
which  appalled  the  stoutest  heart  among  them.  Grouped  together,  in  every  pos- 
sible position,  laid  the  dead  bodies  of  sixty-seven  men  and  boys,  some  appearing 
as  if  they  had  quietly  dropped  asleep,  while  others  seemed  to  have  struggled  with 
their  impending  fate.  Some  of  these  latter  laid  with  their  faces  buried  in  coal 
dust  on  the  floor,  in  the  vain  attempt  to  find  a current  of  fresh  air.  Others’  hands' 
were  clasped  to  their  throats,  while  not  a few  had  their  faces  wrapped  in  their 
shirts.  One  father,  Mr.  Wm.  R.  Evans,  was  stretched  out,  with  a son  closely  clasped 
by  each  arm,  while  a third  was  lying  between  his  legs,  with  his  head  resting  on  his 
father’s  breast.  Another  father,  Mr.  Hutton,  lovingly  embraced  a young  son,  and 
all  appeared  as  if  sweetly  sleeping.  Mr.  Evan  Hughes,  the  Inside  Boss,  was 
sitting  down  with  his  head  bent  forward  upon  his  breast,  and  with  his  hands 
clasped  in  front  of  him,  while  another  body  was  reclining  a few  feet  distant  with 
face  turned  to  Mr.  Hughes,  as  though  he  had  been  engaged  in  conversation  with 
him  but  a moment  previous  to  drawing  his  last  breath.  What  had  been  the  con- 
versation of  these  two  men  will  only  be  revealed  at  the  last  great  day.  Had  they 
been  considering  the  chances  of  succor,  or  was  each  leaving  with  the  other  a 
parting  message  to  dear  ones  at  home,  to  be  delivered  in  case  either  survived  ? 

This  party  secured  the  watch  of  Mr.  Hughes,  and  also  that  of  Mr.  Evans.  That 
of  the  former  was  stopped  at  fifteen  minutes  past  five  o’clock,  and  that  of  the  lat- 
ter at  eight  minutes  to  six. 

Preparations  were  now  made  to  send  down  the  reliefs  of  miners,  which  had 
been  organized  to  carry  to  the  surface  the  dead  men.  These  reliefs  were  thus 
composed  : 

1st,  Evan  Parry,  T.  L.  Jones,  Wm.  Nevins,  Edward  Germon,  Wm.  Thomas. 

2d,  Wm.  Richards,  Wm.  IT.  Morgan,  Thomas  Bengoch,  J.  L.  Harris. 

3d,  Reese  W.  Reese,  Henry  Atherell. 
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4th,  Timothy  Thomas,  Lewis  Davies,  Thomas  "Williams,  Griffith  Abraham. 

5th,  Ira  G.  Thomas,  Thomas  O’Keefe,  Mark  Evans,  Thomas  Bonns. 

6th,  Wm.  F.  Halliday,  John  Tisel,  Reese  T.  Evans,  Thomas  Davies. 

A JURY  IMPANNELED  AND  BODIES  VIEWED. 

In  the  meantime,  in  the  absence  of  a Coroner,  E.  C.  Wadhams  and  J.  W.  Eno, 
of  Plymouth,  Justices  of  the  Peace,  had  been  summoned  to  act  as  Coroners. 
They  impanneled  the  following  jury  to  view  the  remains  as  they  were  brought 
out  of  the  mine,  viz : W.  J,  Ilarvey,  Foreman  ; Samuel  Yan  Loon,  Martin 
McDonald,  James  George,  Charles  Hutchinson,  and  Thomas  Patton. 

The  first  relief  corps  which  went  down  brought  back  with  it  the  body  of  Mr. 
John  Bowen,  of  Plymouth,  formerly  of  Providence.  He  was  thirty-one  years 
of  age,  and  left  a wife  and  one  child.  One  eye  was  open,  but  otherwise  his 
countenance  seemed  at  rest  and  as  though  he  had  died  without  a struggle.  The 
body  was  brought  out  of  the  tunnel  on  a bier,  which  was  deposited  on  the  ground 
before  the  jury,  who  then  and  there  viewed  the  remains — those  who  brought  them 
out  being  sworn  as  to  the  fact  of  bringing  them  from  the  mine,  and  as  to  their 
identity.  When  the  latter  was  ascertained,  his  name  and  residence  were 
announced  to  the  assembled  thousands  by  Mr.  James  George,  of  Plymouth, 
President  of  the  Miners’  Union,  and  the  body  was  conveyed  to  the  dead-house  to 
be  cleansed  and  claimed  by  the  relatives  or  friends.  This  same  course  was  pursued 
with  each  body  as  recovered.  The  jury  now  repaired  to  the  residence  of  Palmer 
Steele  and  Dennison  Slocum  (who  were  brought  out  during  the  night),  and  viewed 
the  remains. 

The  rest  of  the  bodies  were  brought  out  in  the  order  and  condition  printed 
below : 

William  Powell,  of  Plymouth  (Turkey  Hill).  Eyes  both'  open,  and  head 
turned  to  one  side.  Wife  and  several  children  in  the  old  country.  One  daughter 
lives  in  Plymouth,  and  one  son  is  dead  in  the  mine. 

David  Jones,  who  sacrificed  his  own  life  in  an  effort  to  rescue  his  fellow  miners 
on  Monday  night,  was  buried  at  this  time,  ten  o’clock,  a.  m.,  the  fact  being 
announced  to  the  crowd.  It  was  at  the  same  time  stated  that  the  funeral  of  the 
late  Thomas  Williams,  the  other  martyr  to  his  efforts  to  ascertain  the  fate  of  his 
friends  in  the  mine,  would  be  buried  at  three  o'clock  p.  m.,  from  his  late 
residence  in  Plymouth. 

At  this  time  Mr.  William  Halliday,  of  Pine  Pudge,  was  brought  from  the  mine 
I greatly  overcome  by  the  foul  air,  and  required  the  attendance  of  several  physicians 
some  time  before  he  was  restored. 

The  next  body  brought  out  was  George  Williams,  of  Hyde  Park,  a boy  about 
fourteen  years  of  age  who  went  to  work  in  Avondale  for  the  first  time  on  Monday. 

Willie  Phillips,  a promising  boy  of  ten  summers,  and  Methusalem  Evans 
(one  of  the  three  boys  found  in  his  father’s  arms),  were  brought  out  on  one 
bier.  Both  of  these  boys  had  their  hands  tightly  clenched,  and  their  faces  were 
much  distorted.  The  former  was  a son  of  Mr.  Wm.  Phillips,  who  resides  near 
[ Nottingham  Shaft,  below  Plymouth.  His  brother  Thomas  also  in  the  mine. 

Operations  were«now  suspended  for  a time,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  better 
ventilation,  and  when  resumed,  the  body  of  Edward  Humphrey  was  brought  to 
view.  He  left  a wife  to  mourn  his  loss. 

The  next  body  was  not  at  first  recognized,  but  was  subsequently  ascertained  to 
be  that  of  Jacob  Mosier,  of  Plymouth,  who  left  a wife  and  four  children.  He  was 
found  side  by  side  with  a companion,  in  a breast  in  the  western  portion  of  the 
mine,  and  a long  way  from  his  other  companions.  He  was  lying  on  his  face, 
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■which  had  apparently  been  forced  into  the  ground,  and  was  much  disfigured. 

Peter  Conlan’s  remains  next  appeared.  They  were  found  lying  by  those  of 
Mosier.  His  wife  and  four  children  are  in  England. 

John  Clark,  of  Plymouth  (Turkey  Hill).  He  had  no  shirt  on.  His  right  arm 
was  raised  and  bent ; his  hands  clenched ; his  left  arm  bent  toward  the  right 
breast.  He  evidently  died  hard.  He  was  found  apart  from  the  rest.  Wife  and 
six  children. 

Wm.  J.  Evans,  of  Turkey  Hill.  Face  at  rest;  he  lay  among  the  sixty-seven. 
Wife  and  two  children. 

Geo.  Stackhouse,  of  Avondale;  driver;  aged  seventeen.  Head  on  one  side; 
right  hand  raised  as  though  affirming  ; left  arm  doubled  and  fist  clenched. 
Single. 

Edwin  D.  Jones,  of  Hanover.  Head  thrown  back,  and  tea-can  slung  around 
his  neck.  Found  among  the  sixty-seven.  Wife. 

Morgan  Watkins,  of  Plymouth.  Unmarried. 

Andrew  Frothingham,  of  Avondale.  Head  was  on  one  side  ; eyes  and  mouth 
staring  wide  open.  Wife. 

William  X.  Allen,  of  Hanover;  face  covered  with  fresh  blood;  wife  who  soon 
expects  to  be  a mother. 

Thomas  D.  Jones,  formerly  of  Providence,  now  of  Avondale.  Left  a wife  and 
widowed  mother. 

One  o’clock  Wednesday  morning  the  body  of  Peter  Johnson,  of  Plymouth,  was 
viewed.  A powerful  man  ; face  at  rest ; left  arm  and  side  much  swollen. 
Single. 

The  twentieth  body  brought  out  was  that  of  Mr.  Evan  Hughes,  Inside  Boss, 
who  lived  at  Plymouth  ; his  mouth  and  eyes  were  open  ; brother  of  Benj.  Hughes, 
of  Scranton.  Wife  and  three  children. 

Wm.  Bowen,  of  Avondale ; no  shirt  on  ; body  very  red;  head  on  one  side. 
Wife  and  two  children. 

James  Feare ; no  shirt  on  ; body  and  head  very  red  ; nose  bloody,  and  head  on 
one  side.  Single. 

Thomas  Hughes,  Welsh  Hill,  Plymouth;  face  very  red;  arms  akimbo  ;jfists 
clenched. 

Wm.  Reese,  Coal  street,  Plymouth.  His  stepfather  and  brother  were  both  in 
the  mine;  arms  raised  as  though  boxing;  hands  clenched;  evidently  died  in 
agony.  Wife  in  old  country. 

Wm.  Pharfit,  Coal  street,  Plymouth  ; body  and  face  purple  ; head  on  one  side  ; 
shirt  off.  Wife  and  two  children. 

Wm.  N.  Williams,  Plymouth  (Turkey  Hill);  face  bloody.  Wife  and  three 
children. 

William  Lewis,  Plymouth  (Turkey  Hill)  ; head  thrown  entirely  back  and  very 
red ; arms  crossed  above  the  body,  as  though  fending.  Wife. 

John  Hughes,  Plymouth  (Turkey  Hill);  his  head  was  thrown  back,  and  his 
eyes  were  staring  wide  open.  Wife  and  one  child. 

Thomas  Morris,  Plymouth  ; face  at  rest.  Wife  and  four  children. 

Elijah  S.  Bryant,  Avondale;  Inside  Carpenter;  arms  crossed  on  breast.  Wife 
and  two  children. 

Thomas  Roberts,  son  of  John  Roberts,  Plymouth  (Turkey  Hill) ; face  on  one 
side ; arms  across  breast.  Single. 

At  this  time,  half-past  three  v.  M.,  it  was  found  necessary  to  call  on  Sheriff 
Rhoads  to  appoint  a posse  of  Deputy  Sheriffs  to  preserve  order,  the  crowd  having 
become  so  great  that  it  was  found  very  difficult  to  control  them.  A force  of 
special  policemen  was  also  ordered  from  Scranton. 
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Wm.  Sink,  Avondale;  face  on  one  side  and  pale;  arms  crossed  on  breast; 
lived  in  Plymouth.  Single. 

Daniel  Jones  ; shirt  around  his  neck  ; Plymouth  (Turkey  Hill)  ; face  dis- 
torted; body  very  red.  His  brother  had  previously  been  brought  out.  Family 
in  England. 

David  Thomas,  cousin  to  two  who  have  been  brought  out;  Plymouth;  parents 
in  old  country  ; boarded  with  Evan  Hughes ; face  and  body  pale.  Single. 

Daniel  Givens,  boy.  Face  pale ; foam  issuing  from  mouth  ; age  17  ; car  run- 
ner ; parents  at  Kingston  (East  Boston)  ; boarded  with  Wm.  Phillips,  Plymouth. 

Evan  Rees.  Body  discolored  ; face  turned  to  one  side ; blood  and  foam  issuing 
from  mouth  ; Plymouth  (Turkey  Hill)  ; boarded  with  Samuel  Morgan.  Wife  and 
child  in  Wales. 

Edward  W.  Edwards,  Plymouth  (Coal  street)  ; head  horribly  bloated ; discolored 
and  bloody  ; thirty  years  old.  Wife  and  one  child. 

Henry  Morris ; boarded  with  Samuel  Morgan,  Plymouth  ; face  bloody  ; arms 
akimbo  and  stiff. 

William  T.  Williams,  Hyde  Park;  age  39;  boarded  with  Wm.  Evans,  Ply- 
mouth ; son  brought  out  this  morning.  Wife  and  one  child. 

David  S.  Reese,  Plymouth,  (Coal  street.)  Wife  and  three  children  ; one  son 
brought  out  dead  ; another  in  mine ; face  discolored  and  bruised  ; arms  stiff  and 
raised  before  him. 

Richard  Woolley;  boards  with  John  E.  Jones,  Plymouth  (Turkey  Hill).  Face 
and  body  very  red ; shirt  off.  Single. 

John  R.  Davis,  Plymouth,  formerly  of  Pittston.  No  shirt;  body  red;  arms 
stiff  and  raised ; father-in-law  of  Wm.  Williams. 

David  James;  body  and  face  pale;  eyes  open;  no  shirt  on;  of  Kingston  ; 
boarded  with  aunt,  Mrs.  Phillips,  Plymouth  ; worked  four  days.  Wife  and  child. 

Lewis  Evans,  whose  two  brothers  and  father,  Wm.  R.  Evans,  were  in  the 
mine.  Mother  and  sister  all  that  are  left  in  the  family. 

William  Williams  (known  as  the  shoemaker),  Plymouth,  Main  street;  age 
about  40.  Face  on  one  side  and  with  peaceful  appearance.  Wife. 

Richard  Owen,  Avondale.  Wife. 

Willie  Hatton,  about  ten  years  old.  His  father  is  down  in  the  mine  dead ; 
Plymouth  (Turkey  Hill).  Face  pale  ; looks  as  though  sleeping.  It  is  said  that 
this  little  fellow  did  not  work  in  the  mine,  but  that  his  father  took  him  in  with 
him  the  fatal  morning,  according  to  a promise  made  him  some  time  previously. 

William  Evans,  Avondale,  uncle  of  Wm.  E.  Davies;  age  fifty-one ; Driver  Boss. 
Face  at  rest.  W ife. 

James  Powell,  Plymouth  (Turkey  Hill);  single;  father  brought  out  dead 
previously. 

Thomas  Hatton,  father  of  the  boy  Willie.  Plymouth  (Turkey  Hill).  Wife  and 
two  children.  Face  red,  bloated,  and  turned  to  one  side. 

Edward  Owen,  Baltimore,  Md. ; boarded  with  Mrs.  Wm.  Morgan,  Plymouth; 
face  pale  and  at  rest. 

John  Burch  and  his  twelve-year  old  son,  John,  jr.,  were  brought  out  together, 
and  exactly  as  found  in  the  chamber  of  death.  The  father’s  left  arm  was 
clasped  around  his  boy,  and  both  looked  as  if  they  had  slept  their  lives  away. 
They  lived  at  Nottingham  shaft,  near  Plymouth,  though  formerly  from  Providence. 
Mr.  B.  left  a wife  and  four  children. 

John  Jenkins;  boarded  with  Evan  Hughes,  Inside  Boss,  at  Plymouth. 

William  Evans,  second  son  of  Wm.  R.  Evans,  another  of  the  fated  Evans 
family.  He  was  quite  young. 
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Daniel  Woods  5 wife  and  two  children.  Lived  at  Plymouth. 

William  H.  Nauss,  aged  about  fourteen.  Lived  at  Plymouth  (Coal  street). 

David  Reese,  jr.,  Plymouth  (Coal  street).  Father  and  brother  brought  out  dead. 
Mouth  all  blood ; tongue  between  teeth.  Single. 

Griffith  Roberts,  Plymouth  (Turkey  Hill) ; boy ; lived  with  parents ; brother 
Thomas  in  the  mine. 

C.  F.  Ruth,  of  Llanover ; face  pale  ; head  turned  back  as  though  gasping  for 
breath. 

Joseph  Morris,  Gaylord  avenue,  Plymouth.  Face  pale ; foam  issuing  from 
mouth.  Wife. 

Patrick  McGurck  ; wife  and  three  children  ; wife  pregnant;  face  of  the  corpse 
pale  and  peaceful ; belonged  at  Avondale. 

Henry  Smith,  of  Avondale.  Wife  and  four  children.  Hands  clenched  as  though, 
guarding  against  a blow  ; shirt  up  around  his  neck ; face  quiet. 

Shem  Howell ; name  in  indelible  ink  on  arm;  two  fingers  off.  Lived  at  Welsh 
Hill,  Plymouth.  Wife  and  four  small  children.  Eyes  closed  ; mouth  open. 

Thomas  Davies,  uncle  of  Thomas  Morris,  Plymouth.  Family  in  Wales. 

Wrm.  Dowdle,  of  Avondale;  single;  boarded  with  Patrick  Knowle;  hands 
tightly  clasped ; commenced  working  Monday;  formerly  of  Poke  Hollow ; brother 
in  New  Jersey. 

J ohn  Roherty ; single ; recognized  by  one  stiff  finger  on  left  hand ; body 
bloated. 

Thomas  Ryan,  who  boarded  with  Mr.  Walton,  of  Avondale;  recognized  by  his 
two  brothers,  who  were  fearfully  affected ; went  to  Avondale  from  Harvey’s 
right  hand  above  the  head ; left  hand  raised  and  clenched. 

Hugh  Gilroy,  son  of  Patrick  Gilroy,  (who  recognized  him,  as  also  did  a brother);, 
wife  and  one  child. 

John  Maher,  of  Avondale;  age  forty;  recognized  by  his  brother;  face  at  rest; 
eyes  closed.  Wife  and  one  child. 

Patrick  Burke,  of  Plymouth ; single  man  ; had  a sister  living  in  Scranton  ; face 
very  red;  tongue  between  teeth;  left  arm  raised;  hand  clenched;  one  of  six 
found  in  a chamber  together. 

Wm.  T.  Morgan,  of  Plymouth;  face  much  distorted;  mouth  open;  right  hand 
raised  and  clenched ; recognized  by  a nephew. 

James  Murray,  of  Avondale;  wife  and  three  children;  face  pale;  both  hands 
raised  and  clenched ; came  Tuesday  from  Harvey’s. 

Michael  Daly,  brother-in-law  of  James  Keating,  who  recognized  him;  of  Avon- 
dale ; wife  and  five  children  ; he  was  found  alone,  on  the  mine  track,  about  one 
hundred  feet  from  the  mouth  of  the  shaft. 

When  coming  up  the  shaft  with  Mr.  Daly’s  body,  Mr.  Edward  Connell,  fell 
back  exhausted  upon  it,  and  was  with  difficulty  prevented  from  falling  down  the 
pit.  It  was  five  hours  before  he  was  fully  restored.  Another  member  of  the 
relief  was  also  slightly  overcome. 

D.  P.  Pryor.  Marked  on  arm  with  cross  and  D.  P.  P. ; of  Avondale  ; wife  and 
two  children  ; face  on  one  side  ; foam  issuing  from  mouth ; he  was  brought  up  at 
half  past  nine  o’clock,  and  was  the  last  of  those  discovered  up  to  that  time. 

From  ten  o’clock,  until  shortly  after  midnight,  no  more  bodies  were  recovered. 
The  increasing  foulness  of  the  air,  and  the  necessity  which  arose  for  another 
exploration  of  the  mine,  created  the  delay  which  was  much  increased  from  the 
fact  that  the  reliefs  refused  to  explore  further  until  a physician  could  be  sum- 
moned. The  night  all  this  time  was  hideously  dark — thunder,  lightning,  and  rain 
prevailing,  and  most  of  the  crowd  had  returned  to  their  homes,  though  some 
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remained,  waiting  anxiously  for  further  developments.  The  burning  coal,  sending 
up  blue  curling  flames ; the  scores  of  miners,  with  lamps  in  their  hats ; as  many 
men  with  lanterns  flying  about;  the  group  of  men  about  the  tunnel  with  lights; 
the  reliefs  bringing  out  the  biers  with  their  fearful  loads  of  dead  humanity;  the 
thick  darkness ; all  combined  to  make  a scene  seldom  witnessed  in  the  mining 
region.  Add  to  all  this  the  shrieks  of  women  and  the  strong  crying  of  men,  as 
new  victims  were  brought  up  ; the  creaking  of  the  windlass  which  drew  the 
men  from  the  pit' of  death;  the  pufling  of  the  donkey  engine  as  it  forced  air  into 
the  shaft,  and  some  idea  of  the  terrible  scene  can  be  gained. 

An  exploring  party  returned  shortly  before  eleven  o’clock,  which  reported  no 
bodies  found.  Shortly  afterward,  another  party  reported  the  finding  of  two  men, 
also  two  mules,  on  the  west  side. 

Thursday  morning,  9th,  before  one  o’clock,  James  Phillips,  of  Plymouth  (Turkey 
Hill)  was  brought  up ; boarded  with  Samuel  Morgan  ; face  bloody  and  discolored ; 
came  to  America  about  two  weeks  before  suspension  ; neck  smoked  and  chin 
burned,  apparently  from  his  lamp,  which  had  evidently  fallen  from  his  head. 
Wife  in  Wales. 

At  half-past  twelve  o’clock  thirteen  more  bodies  were  reported  found  in  groups,, 
the  largest  numbering  six. 

James  Williams,  of  Plymouth,  brought  out.  Wife  and  one  child.  Face 
bloated  and  covered  with  blood;  eyes  closed;  mouth  partly  open  ; body  very  red; 
boarded  with  brother-in-law,  Thos.  Morgan  ; came  from  Schuylkill. 

John  D.  Evans,  brother-in-law  of  John  S.  Williams;  lived  at  foot  of  Jersey 
Plane,  Plymouth  ; a horrid  spectacle ; head  thrown  back,  mouth  open,  and  face 
covered  with  white  froth;  left  arm  drawn  up  and  hand  clenched.  Wife  and  five 
children. 

More  men  reported  to  be  at  the  bottom  of  the  plane,  on  the  west  side,  where 
were  evidences  that  a brattice  was  commenced  but  not  finished,  the  men  perish- 
ing no  doubt  before  it  was  done. 

William  Harding,  Plymouth;  uncle  of  Isaac  Williams;  came  from  Hvde 
Park.  Wife. 

Samuel  II.  Morgan,  Plymouth  (Turkey  Hill).  Head  turned  one  side,  and 
arms  folded  as  if  resigned  to  his  terrible  fate.  Left  wife  and  two  children. 

Wm.  R.  Evans,  Avondale,  father  of  the  three  dead  boys ; wife  and  little 
daughter  left. 

Wm.  L.  Wildrich,  of  Hanover;  left  wife  and  five  children  ; his  mouth  was  partly 
open. 

Reese  Lumley,  of  Turkey  Hill ; head  thrown  back,  and  arms  stiff  above  hi?,, 
head.  Wife  and  three  ehildron. 

Thomas  Llewellyn,  of  Plymouth ; single ; one  brother  dead  in  mine< 

Reese  Llewellyn,  brother  to  preceding.  Single. 

Wm.  Davies,  Plymouth;  boarded  with  Thos.  Phillips.  Wife  and  children  in 
old  country. 

John  Thomas,  Plymouth  ; wife  and  one  child ; horrible  sight ; head  thrown 
back  and  mouth  open  ; nostrils  distended  ; identified  by  scar  on  his  body. 

J ohn  Davies,  Plymouth,  formerly  of  Pittston  ; son  of  John  R.  Davies,  previously 
brought  out;  mouth  and  face  bloody  and  ghastly;  commenced  to  work  at  Avon- 
dale on  Monday. 

William  T.  Williams,  Plymouth ; wife  and  one  child  ; brother-in-law  of  last 
man  bi  ought  up , mouth  and  face  a little  bloody ; left  arm  drawn  up. 
i W llliarn  D.  Johns,  Welsh  Hill;  boarded  with  Samuel  Howell.  Mouth  open  • 

hand  closed.  Wife  and  four  children  in  Aberdare,  South  Wales. 
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Another  exploring  party  having  been  down  about  forty-five  minutes,  found 
eight  more  bodies  in  one  place— not  far  from  the  last  found.' 

Dennis  Guyten,  of  Avondale  ; horrid  object;  face  bloody  and  frightful;  held 
his  tobacco  pipe  in  his  left  hand  ; both  arms  stiff  above  his  head,  and  all  black 
with  smoke  and  dirt.  He  laid  in  the  mine  with  his  face  downward.  Wife  and 
three  children. 

\\  m.  E,.  Rees  ; boarded  with  Kirk  Owens,  Avondale ; very  bloody  about  the  nose ; 
hands  clenched.  Wife  and  children  in  Neath,  South  Wales. 

Wm.  Speight,  of  Plymouth  ; arms  raised.  Wife  and  five  children. 

John  Harris,  of  Avondale.  Wife  and  four  children. 

Thomas  L.  Jones,  ol  Plymouth.  Bloody  about  the  nose  and  neck.  Wife  and 
two  children. 

Thomas  Phillips,  of  Plymouth.  Brother  of  Willie,  b rought  out  .previously ; 
aged  nineteen.  Head  swollen  and  face  flushed;  mouth  open  and  blood  about  it. 
Single. 

Lewis  Davies.  Boarded  with  Evan  Hughes.  Face  bloody  and  bloated;  breast 
also.  Single. 

Charles  Feare.  Head  and  face  flushed.  Boarded  with  Wm.  Phillips, 
of  Plymouth. 

John  Thomas,  Plymouth.  Boarded  with  his  brother  Isaac.  Mouth  open. 
Aged  seventeen. 

David  Johnson,  Plymouth.  Wife  and  one  child. 

Mr.  J.  was  the  last  man  found  at  that  time,  six  o’clock  a.  m.,  Thursday.  Half 
an  hour  afterward,  a party  of  six  men  reported  no  more  men  on  the  east  side. 
Half  an  hour  later  eight  men  were  found  on  the  west  side  of  the  mine. 

James  Mallon,  Plymouth,  brought  up.  Boarded  with  James  Derwin — his 
brother-in-law.  Single. 

Jame3  Harkins,  Avondale.  Mouth  open  and  eyes  partly  closed.  Wife  and 
three  children. 

William  D.  Jones.  Face  bloated,  and  arms  extended  over  his  head.  Wife  in 
Merthyr  Tydfil,  South  Wales. 

Edward  Taylor.  Avondale.  Face  and  neck  very  red  in  blotches.  Wife  and 
•one  child. 

Another  crowd  of  people  began  to  arrive  about  eight  o’clock.  At  this  time  a 
>new  rope  was  placed  upon  the  hoisting  apparatus,  the  old  one  having  become 
’worn. 

At  half  past  nine  o’clock,  Benj.  Hughes,  Thos.  Carson,  Thos.  D.  Davies,  Geo. 
Morgan,  and  Jno.  H.  Williams  went  down  to  the  east  gangway,  to  endeavor  to 
discover  what  caused  a defect  which  had  become  apparent  in  the  circulation. 
Mr.  Davies  returned  forty  minutes  afterwards  and  reported  that  a canvas  brattice 
was  to  be  placed  across  the  east  gangway  to  make  a shorter  draft. 

At  ten  minutes  to  six  o’clock,  the  names  of  Daniel  Edwards,  Madison  Alabaugh, 
John  Powell,  of  Avondale,  and  Rowland  Jones,  of  Plymouth,  were  reported 
as  those  of  men  whose  bodies  had  not  been  recovered. 

At  noon  a committee  headed  by  Mr.  Benjamin  Hughes,  General  Inside  Fore- 
man of  the  D.  L.  & W.  HR.  Co.’s  mines,  returned  from  an  extensive  explora- 
tion of  the  entire  western  portion  of  the  mine,  and  reported  no  more  bodies  found. 

A train  of  twenty  cars  loaded  with  people  from  Scranton  and  along  the  line 
arrived  on  the  ground  at  quarter  past  twelve  o’clock. 

At  half  past  one  o’clock,  the  body  of  Rowland  Jones,  of  Plymouth  (Turkey 
Hill),  was  brought  up  the  shaft.  It  was  found  in  a car.  His  mouth  was  wide 
open,  and  his  eyes  closed.  Wife  and  two  children. 
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Madison  Alabaugli,  Avondale,  came  next.  Moutli  open;  blood  oozing  from 
nose.  Wife  and  three  children — oldest  seven  years  of  age.  It  was  said  that  this 
man  had  told  his  wife  that  if  an  accident  ever  occured  to  the  mine,  he  would  be 
found  living,  as  he  knew  just  where  to  go  for  safety.  His  wife  clung  to  the  hope 
which  this  promise  gave  her,  to  the  last,  insisting  all  the  time  that  Madison  was 
all  right.  Poor  woman,  how  sadly  was  she  mistaken  ! 

Daniel  Edwards,  of  Avondale.  Countenance  composed.  During  the  war  Mr. 
E.  was  a member  of  the  Seventh  Pennsylvania  Deserves.  Wife  and  one  child. 

Mr.  John  Powell,  of  Avondale,  was  the  one  hundred  and  eighth  man  brought 
from  the  mine,  and  the  last  one  found  therein.  He  was  a son-in-law  of  Mr. 
Alabaugh,  and  left  a wife  and  one  child. 

Note. — The  forogoing  li*t  of  names  is  compiled  from  a report  taken  as  the  bodies  were  one  by  one  brought 
from  the  charnel  house  at  Avondale,  and  recognized  by  relatives  or  friends.  It  is  piobably  as  accurate  as  it  can 
be  made  without  much  more  1-bor  and  time  than  the  writer  has  10  bestow.  In  many  ca  es  th  re  was  great 
difficn  ty  in  finding  p>  i*m  ns  who  were  aide  to  recognize  those  bionglit  out.  and  it  is  possible  that  in  this  m li- 
ner one  or  two  may  have  been  given  wr>  ng  names.  A Committee  < f »be  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  11-  lief  Fund 
report  find  ng  • ne  Edward  Bowen  (whose  name  also  ppears  among  >he  list  of  burials  in  Hyde  Pa<  k).  Ilis 
name  is  not  in  the  foregoing  1 t>t,  Mr  the  names  of  Edw*rd  Owen  and  Edward  Bowen  may  have  been  confounded 
by  the  Committee.  The  Committee  found  a Jam  s James,  which  name  oes  not  appear.  In  this  case,  Davi 
James  and  James  Jame«  may  stand  for  the  snme  individual.  In  any  event,  there  should  be  but  one  hundred 
and  eight  bodies  recorded  as  brought  from  the  mine,  which  is  the  number  given  in  the  preceding  pages. 

MORE  EXPLORATIONS  AND  TJ3E  REPORTS. 

At  twenty  minutes  past  two  o’clock,  p.  m.,  Messrs.  Thos.  Carson,  of  the  Hampton 
mine,  and  George  Morgan,  of  Nantieoke,  with  twenty  men,  returned  from  the 
mine,  and  reported  that  they  had  explored  every  part  of  the  workings,  and  were 
satisfied  that  all  the  bodies  bad  been  recovered. 

At  fifteen  minutes  past  three  o'clock,  Mr.  Lewis  S.  Jones,  foreman  of  the 
“ reliefs”  in  the  tunnel,  made  the  following  statement  to  the  jury: 

Have  been  foreman  at  the  head  of  the  shaft  from  half  past  five  p.  m.,  Wednesday,-  until  the  present  time. 
Have  had  three  gangs  of  inwn.  each  of  whom  thoroughly  explored  the  miDe;  the  i*ht  gang  numbered  twenty 
men  Am  sutisfie  that  there  is  not  a breast  cross-cut,  airway,  or  car  in  the  mine  that  has  not  been  thoroughly 
examined,  and  I believe  not  a man  remains  in  the  mine. 

Shortly  afterward,  Mr.  Benjamin  Hughes  made  a report  to  the  jury  : “ He 
had  just  returned  with  four  men  from  an  exploration  of  the  entire  eastern  portion 
of  the  mine.  Ilis  particular  errand  was  to  find  the  coat  which  his  brother,  the 
Inside  Foreman,  wore,  hoping  that  a diary  would  be  found,  which  would 
give  some  information  as  to  the  operations  of  the  men  after  they  were  shut 
in  the  mine.  The  coat,  containing  two  time-books,  a compass,  and  two  pocket 
rules,  was  found  some  five  hundred  or  six  hundred  feet  distant  from  the  locality 
iu  which  the  body  was  sitting  when  discovered  in  the  fatal  gangway,  showing  that 
he  had  laid  it  down  while  engaged  with  the  men  in  building  the  barricades  behind 
which  they  eventually  retreated.” 

From  this  fact  it  is  probable  that  when  Mr.  Evan  Hughes  gave  up  all  hope,  he 
had  no  means  of  making  a record  from  which  the  outside  world  could  ascertain 
the  length  of  time  the  miners  lived,  and  what  were  their  thoughts  and  occupations 
before  they  succumbed  to  the  enemy  which  stole  away  their  breaths.  From  the 
appearance  of  the  mine,  it  is  evident  that  every  minute  of  time  was  spent  iu 
devising  methods  of  shutting  themselves  out  from  the  heat,  smoke,  and  foul  air 
generated  by  the  mine  and  fire. 

When  these  various  reports  were  made,  there  was  no  longer  room  for  doubt  of 
the  fact  that  every  man  who  went  into  the  mine  on  the  morning  of  the  fatal  6th 
day  of  September  had  been  recovered.  The  jury,  as  well  as  all  the  experienced 
miuers  present,  were  fully  satisfied  that  such  was  the  case,  and  when  the  announce- 
ment was  made  to  the  assembled  thousands  they  departed  to  their  homes.  The 
jury  also  adjourned  to  meet  on  Saturday  morning  at  Plymouth,  there  to  take 
evidence  in  relation  to  the  disaster,  and  to  agree  upon  their  verdict. 
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THE  FUNERALS  OF  THE  DEAD. 

The  bodies  of  the  dead  had  all  been  delivered  to  the  surviving  relatives  and 
friends,  who  had  them  prepared  for  burial,  and  during  the  day  a number  of  them 
had  been  taken  by  Lackawanna  & Bloomsburg  Railroad  trains  to  Plymouth  and 
Scranton.  At  four  p.  m.,  two  trains,  one  loaded  with  about  3,000  and  another 
with  4,500  people,  went  eastward  toward  Scranton,  the  last  train  carrying  eleven 
coffins,  containing  the  remains  of  some  of  those  to  be  buried  at  that  place. 

A large  proportion  of  the  unfortunate  victims  were  buried  at  three  different 
hours,  in  Scranton,  Sept.  9th,  in  the  Washburn  cemetery,  in  the  presence  of  a 
large  concourse  of  people.  The  exercises  were  exceeding  solemn  and  impressive. 
Rev.  William  Roberts,  D.  D.,  of  Bellevue,  delivered  the  following  touching 
address  : 

This  is  a sad  calamity ! A dreadful  catastrophe!  The  most  affecting  and  solemn  scene  I ever  witnessed  in 
the  whole  course  of  my  life ! It  is  death  ! Death  in  one  of  its  most  terrible  forms.  Death,  lurking  in  fire, 
smoke,  and  sulphur,  suffocating  and  extinguishing  the  spark  of  life  I'eath,  like  a sheriff  ushering  immortal 
souls  into  the  presern  e of  God — the  Judg*  of  all,  and  consigning  their  bodies  to  the  dominion  of  the  grave  and 
the  worm  1 Death  like  a destroying  angel,  passing  through  the  mines,  slaying  and  prostrating  fathers,  hus- 
bands, men  and  children.  Death,  plunging  beloved  wives  into  the  disconsolate  state  of  widowhood — rushing 
headlong  tender  and  affectionate  children  into  the  gulf  of  parental  bereavement — Death,  unfeelingly  snatching 
children  from  the  warm  bosom  and  f nd  caresses  of  their  tenderly  beloved  parents.  Death,  forcibly  separating, 
with  its  iron  grasp,  b« others  and  sisters  from  tb«  sweet  and  delightful  sanctum  of  the  family  circle.  Death, 
like  a clap  of  rolling  thunder,  extending  its  thrilling  voice  over  this  valley,  and  exclaiming  with  the  awful 
authority  of  the  Eternal,  to  every  one  of  its  inhabitants,  “Prepare  to  meet  thy  God.”  Death,  sweeping  and 
hurling  hundreds  of  our  fellow-men  over  the  precipice  of  time,  into  the  dark  abyss  of  eternity.  Insatiate 
monster  gorging  up  the  human  race,  who  shall  contend  with  thee?  Gold  cannot  bribe  thee;  wisdom  cannot 
elude  thee;  eloquence  cannot  charm  thee;  greatness  cannot  awe  thee;  power  cannot  resist  thee,  and  tears  cannot 
melt  thee.  Thou  art  lurking  everywhere,  and  in  everything  thou  hast  made  the  world  a field  of  graves,  and 
the  inhabitants  thereof  mourners.  Death  is  terrible  It  is  the  king  of  terrors.  We  see  its  effects  in  the 
changed  countenance,  in  the  pallid  cheek  and  lip,  the  cold  hand,  the  stiff  limb,  the  shroud,  the  coffin,  the  grave, 
and  the  worm.  The  lungs  no  longer  heave,  pulsation  stops,  the  eye  closes  in  darkness,  the  tongue  becomes 
silent,  the  whole  structure  becomes  motionless,  pale,  and  ghastly,  and  the  soul  takes  its  flight  into 
eternity  on  the  wings  of  a groan.  But  here  we  see  dtatli  under  one  of  its  gravest  aDd  most 
dreadful  forms,  prostrating  men  of  sound  health  and  robust  constitutions  in  the  midst  of  their 
employment,  and  crushing  them  under  its  iron  feet  into  a state  of  unconsciousness  without  affording  them 
leisure  for  reflection,  prayer,  or  escape.  Think  not  within  yourselves  that  the-e  were  greater  sinners  than  all 
the  men  who  reside  in  this  vallev  ; no  ! but  except  ye  repent,  ye  shall  all  likewise  perish.  There  were  some 
good  men  among  them — men  of  vital  piety,  of  pure  and  undefiled  religion — men  to  whom,  “To  live  was  Christ, 
aud  to  die  was  gain.”  I understand  that  one  Christian  Church  in  the  neighborhood  has  been  depopulated  of 
its  male  members  by  this  sad  calamity,  with  very  few  exceptions. 

Now,  let  us  all  acknowledge  the  hand  of  Divine  Providence,  in  permitting  such  an  awful  event — and  let  us 
take  warning  from  it  to  be  ready,  for  in  such  an  hour  as  we  think  not  the  Son  of  Man  cometh.  Let  us  seek 
the  forgiveness  of  sin.  It  is  sin  that  hath  brought  death  into  our  world,  aud  all  our  woe.  Let  us  seek  a per- 
sonal interest  in  Christ,  who  is  the  Lord  of  death,  of  the  grave,  and  of  eternity.  If  united  by  faith  co  him,  we 
are  safe  and  may  be  happy  even  under  the  cold  grasp  of  death,  and  will  be  ushered  by  it,  as  the  messenger  of 
Chri6t,  into  the  mansions  of  everlasting  bliss  I hope  and  pray  that  the  Great  Arbiter  of  ail  events  will  sus- 
tain and  comfort  the  berraved  relatives  of  the  deceased.  May  the  Lord,  in  their  case,  prove  himself  to  be  the 
Judge  of  the  widow  and  the  Father  of  the  fatherless.  Amen. 

In  addition  to  those  buried  at  Scranton  on  the  9th  and  10th  insts.,  a number 
■were  buried  in  Shupp’s  cemetery,  Plymouth,  and  in  the  Catholic  cemetery,  Wilkes- 
Barre.  Several  were  buried  at  Pittston,  two  at  Forty  Fort,  one  at  Harvey’s  and 
one  at  Pottsville.  In  each  of  these  cases  there  was  a large  attendance  and  exhibi- 
tions of  strong  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  immediate  friends  and  of  those  witness- 
ing the  ceremonies. 


THE  WIDOWS  AND  ORPHAN  CHILDREN. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  names  of  the  widows  of  the  deceased  miners,  with 
the  ages  of  part  of  them,  and  the  number  of  children  left  to  their  care,  as  com- 
piled from  the  report  of  the  Census  Committee  of  the  Relief  Fund  Trustees  : 

NAME.  AGE.  CHILDREN. 

Allen,  wife  of  William 20 

Alabaugli,  “ “ MadisoD 21 
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KAMB.  AGE. 

Bowen,  “ “ John 

Bowen,  “ “ William  B. 20 

Burch,  “ “ John 36 

Bryant,  “ “ Elijah  S 22 

Clark,  “ “ John 36 

Conlan,  “ “ Peter 


Davies, 

Davis, 

Daly, 


“ “ Thomas. 

“ “ William 

“ “ Michael 


Evans,  “ “ Wm.  J 52 

Evan's,  “ “ Wm.  B 45 

Evans,  “ “ William 53 

Evans,  “ “ William  (Wales) 

Evans,  “ “ John  D 27 

Edwards,  “ “ Edward 25 

Edwards,  “ “ Daniel 28 


Erothingham, 


“ “ Andrew. 
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Gilroy,  “ “ Hugh  . 

Guyten,  “ “ Dennis 


30 


cnriDREir 

1 

2 

4 

2 

6 

4 

10 

5 

2 

1 


5 

1 

1 


1 

3 


Harris,  " “ John 26 

Harkins,  “ “ James  ^ 28 

Hatton,  “ “ Thomas 40 

Hardon,  “ “ William 

Hdwell,  “ “ Shem 37 

Hughes,  “ “ Evan 

Hughes,  “ “ John 26 

Humphrey,  “ “ Edward 

James,  “ “ David 

James,  “ “ James  (?) 

Jones,  “ “ Thomas  D 26 

Jones,  “ “ Thomas  L 33 

Jones,  “ “ E.  D 26 

Jones,  “ “ David 

Jones,  “ “ William  (Wales) 

Jones,  “ “ Rowland 55 

Johnson,  “ “ David 22 

Johnson,  “ “ Peter  J. 23 

Johns,  “ “ Wm.  D.  (Wales) 

Eewis,  “ “ William 19 

Lumley,  “ “ R-cese 26 

Morris,  “ “ Joseph 22 

Morris,  “ “ Thomas 45 

Maher,  “ “ John 

McGurck,  “ “ Patrick 

Murray,  “ “ .James 29 

Morgan,  “ “ W.  S. 48 

Morgan,  “ “ Samuel 46 

Mosier,  “ “ Jacob 36 

Owen,  “ “ Richard  49 

Pharfit,  “ “ William 34 

Phillips,  “ “ James 


4 

3 
2 

4 
3 

1 


1 


2 


1 

2 

1 

4 


3 


4 

1 

3* 

3 

4 
2 
4- 
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SAME.  AGE.  CHILDREN. 

Pryor,  “ “ Daniel  P 24  2 

Powell,  “ “ John 23  1 

Reese,  “ “ Evan  (Wales) 

Reese,  “ “ William  (Wales) 4 

Reese,  “ “ David  R 45  3 

Ruth,  “ “ C.  F 1 

Speight,  “ “ Wrilliam 28  5 

Steele,  “ “ Palmer 31  5 

Smith,  “ “ Harry 22  4 

Taylor,  “ “ Edward 1 

Thomas,  “ “ John 30  1 

Wood,  “ “ Daniel 29  2 

Williams,  “ “ Wm.  N 33  3 

Williams,  “ “ W.  L 28 

Williams,  “ “ James 45  1 

Williams,  “ “ Wm.  S. 30  4 

Williams,  “ '■  T.  D 35  5 

Williams,  “ “ Wm.  T 38  1 

Wildrich,  “ “ Wm  L 38  5 


Recapitulation.— Widows,  72;  Orphan  chiidren,  153. 

The  complete  census  of  Avondale  orphans  in  the  old  countries  will,  when  re- 
ceived, add  considerably  to  the  above  number. 


THE  CORONER’S  INOUEST. 

On  Saturday,  September  11th,  the  Coroner’s  inquest  into  the  cause  of  the  death 
of  the  victims  of  the  disaster  began  at  Shupp's  Hall,  Plymouth,  at  11  o’clock 
A.  M.  Present,  Acting  Coroners  E.  C.  Wadhams  and  J.  W.  Eno,  and  the  jurors 
who  had  previously  viewed  the  bodies  at  Avondale,  as  follows  : W.  J.  Harvey, 
Foreman  ; Samuel  Van  Loon,  Martin  McDonald,  James  George,  Charles  Hutch- 
inson, Thomas  Patton.  Quite  a number  of  miners  were  present.  E.  L.  Merriman 
and  Id.  B.  Payne,  csqs.,  of  Wilkes-Barre,  assisted  by  several  miners  headed  by 
Dir.  Henry  W.  Evans,  conducted  the  examination  on  the  part  of  the  Miners’ 
Union,  and  A.  T.  McClintock,  esq.,  on  the  part  of  the  Company,  and  qu<*  ions, 
especially  as  to  the  ventilation  and  conduct  of  mines,  were  also  frequently  asked 
by  Mr.  Henry  J.  Phillips  and  Mr.  Benjamin  Hughes.  Mr.  George  and  Mr. 
McDonald,  of  the  jury,  Mr.  George  Morgan,  of  Nanticoke,  Mr.  Jenkins  Jones, 
of  Mill  Creek,  and  other  mining  experts,  questioned  many  of  the  witnesses. 

The  first  witness  sworn  was  Dr.  C.  H.  Wilson,  of  Plymouth,  who  testified  that 
the  cause  of  the  death  of  the  men  at  Avondale  was  the  inhalation  of  carbonic  acid 
gas,  producing  asphyxia. 

Christopher  Savage  sworn.  Was  footman  ; not  at  work  on  morning  of  disaster; 
worked  at  Avondale  Saturday ; fire  in  the  furnace  then ; the  mine  started  on  2d 
September;  fire  sixty  or  seventy  yards  from  bottom  shaft;  always  good  air  in  the 
mine;  fire  usually  let  go  out  Saturday  nights  and  lit  by  wood  Monday  mornings; 
no  lumber  between  furnace  and  bottom  of  shaft;  all  brickwork;  shaft  pretty  wet ; 
new  man  tending  furnace  ; began  September  2d ; no  feeling  among  men  that  there 
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was  any  likelihood  of  shaft  taking  fire ; did  not  expect  it  to  take  fire  from  bottom 
at  all;  furnace  was  far  enough  from  bottom  shaft ; Steele  (stable  boss)  carried  hay 
down  in  a car;  did  not  know  if  he  had  lamp  lighted;  been  employed  at  Avondale 
since  the  mine  started;  Union  mines  are  next  below  Avondale;  don’t  know  dis- 
tance between  the  two,  but  am  told  sound  of  drills  can  be  heard  from  one  to 
another;  thought  not  be  much  difficulty  driving  the  gangway  connecting  the  two 
mines  ; no  other  means  of  ingress  or  egress  or  ventilation  at  Avondale  except 
main  shaft ; shaft  supposed  to  be  230  feet  deep  ; shaft  was  through  solid  rock ; 
brattice,  &c.,  must  of  course  be  of  wood  ; stable  about  sixty  or  seventy  feet,  may 
be  a little  over,  from  bottom  of  shaft;  was  a tool  house  in  mine;  did  not  know 
where  fire  originated  ; strong  draft  through  flue  from  furnace;  upper  end  of  flue 
terminated  above  stack;  knew  Mr.  Weir,  the  old  mine  boss;  thought  it  was  over 
three  years  mine  had  been  run;  Mr.  Weir,  and  also  Mr.  Evan  Hughes,  care- 
ful and  experienced  men  ; did  not  know  man  who  tended  furnace;  never  heard 
any  talk  of  another  opening  being  made  ; if  had  been  another  means  of  escape, 
men  would  of  course  been  alive ; couldn’t  tell  how  long  it  would  take  to  drive 
another  gangway  to  next  mine;  thought  Sir.  Evan  Hughes  had  full  control  of 
works  inside;  he  was  constantly  improving  the  works  and  putting  in  brick  work 
where  he  thought  there  was  danger ; couldn’t  say  whether  it  was  possible  for  spark 
to  fly  from  the  furnace  to  the  brattice  in  the  shaft ; it  was  a long  way  for  a spark 
to  go ; not  been  down  since  the  fire. 

Conrad  Lee,  Outside  Foreman  at  Avondale,  called  and  sworn.  Lyman  Minnick 
was  headman;  it  was  his  first  day;  he  was  assisted  by  Philip  Alabaugh  and  J. 
M.  Wilcox;  witness  is  Outside  Foreman  at  Avondale;  not  there  when  fire  was 
first  discovered ; had  no  definite  idea  as  to  how  fire  originated  ; there  was  no  fire 
about  the  top  of  the  shaft ; never  knew  man  who  took  hay  down  to  have  lamp  on 
his  head  at  time,  but  might  have  at  some  time;  very  seldom  went  down  shaft; 
went  down  to  observe  arrangements ; very  good  draft;  brick  work  began  at  bottom 
of  shaft ; might  have  been  a wooden  door  between  furnace  and  bottom  of  shaft ; 
was  door  at  top  of  flue ; had  often  looked  in  ; never  saw  any  sparks ; draft  would 
have  carried  fire  up  from  bottom  of  shaft  instantly ; fire  broke  out  at  a quarter 
of  ten ; never  looked  in  flue  door  when  fire  was  being  first  lighted ; have  heard 
Inside  Foreman  speak  of  driving  gangway  to  next  mine,  but  he  preferred  using 
the  Chauncey  tunnel,  and  was  driving  his  works  toward  it;  there  was  at  time 
of  fire  no  other  ventilation  but  main  shaft , knew  Mr.  Weir  was  considered  best 
inside  boss  in  Hazleton  section  ; heard  Weir  speak  of  driving  gangway  to  a tun- 
nel ; that  was  original  plan  of  works;  Mr.  Evan  Hughes  told  witness  that  if  it 
had  not  been  for  suspension  the  tunnel  would  now  have  been  nearly  reached; 
men  and  mules  would  have  been  taken  in  by  that  means ; Thomas  Honey  told  me 
he  was  ordered  to  drive  that  way  and  work  as  fast  as  he  could;  never  knew  Mr. 
Hughes  to  neglect  anything;  cracker  held  990  tons;  not  full  at  time  of  suspen- 
sion ; no  offer  made  to  his  knowledge  by  men  to  drive  to  the  tunnel  during  time 
of  suspension ; thought  it  could  not  have  been  done  without  raising  coal ; heard 
it  said  that  if  gangway  was  driven  to  Union  mines  water  would  have  come  in  and 
drowned  them  out;  hecrd  talk  about  driving  heading  from  Union  mine  while  the 
dead  men  were  lying  in  Avondale;  a Union  miner  told  him  there  was  no  place 
where  heading  could  be  driven  through  without  striking  water  ; Mr.  Evan 
Hughes  told  him  he  and  Mr.  Albrighton,  of  Union  mines,  had  talked  of  driving 
through  ; Mr.  Hughes  discouraged  it  for  fear  of  water  and  also  for  fear  of  destroy- 
ing his  ventilation  ; witness  did  not  understand  how  it  would  injure  the  ventila- 
tion ; object  in  driving  to  the  tunnel  was  both  convenience  and  safety  ; thought 
every  mine  should  have  two  openings,  hut  did  not  see  how  it  would  be  always 
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possible  ; did  not  know  that  it  was  possible  to  drive  to  Union  mines  safely  ; sup- 
posed if  there  had  been  another  shaft  ready,  with  hoisting  apparatus,  men  could 
have  been  saved  ' thought  if  fire  started  on  surface  the  tunnel  through  which  the 
dead  men  were  brought  out  would  have  afforded  ventilation  sufficient  to  save  the 
men  ; Amos  Dunn  came  up  about  five  minutes  before  the  fire  ; he  (Dunn)  had 
passed  the  furnace  twice  that  morning. 

Charles  Wilcox  and  Philip  Alabaugh  called.  Did  not  appear. 

John  lloberts  called  and  sworn.  Saw  Palmer  Steele  at  the  top  of  the  shaft, 
with  hay,  about  to  go  down  ; this  was  15  minutes  before  the  fire.  At'this  point, 
Mr.  Henry  J.  Phillips  drew  a plan  of  the  shaft,  so  that  witness  could  point  out 
the  spot  where  he  first  saw  the  fire.  lie  pointed  out  the  upcast. 

Dr.  Wilson  recalled.  Men  could  have  lived  only  a few  minutes  after  the  gas 
reached  them. 

Charles  Wilcox  sworn.  .Was  acting  as  ticket  boss  at  Avondale  at  the  time  of 
the  fire ; rang  the  bell  for  Palmer  Steele  to  go  down  ; a number  of  cars  were 
hoisted  after  Steele  went  down  ; discovered  the  fire  not  more  than  half  an  hour 
after  Steele  went  down  ; saw  first  fire  at  head  of  flue  ; for  an  hour  before  it  came 
up,  there  was  more  smoke  coming  up  the  flue  than  there  should  have  been ; wit- 
ness’s position  required  him  to  be  at  head  of  shaft;  been  at  Avondale  for  a year ; 
made  first  cry  of  fire  himself;  ran  to  get  the  boys  out  of  the  breaker;  knew  of  no 
particular  facilities  for  extinguishing  lire  ; buckets,  &c.,  were  of  no  avail,  and  he 
did  not  believe  engines  would  have  been;  first  saw  fire  a foot  or  two  above  the 
head  of  the  shaft ; his  impression  was  that  it  came  from  below;  the  flame  came 
through  the  flue,  and  was  nearly  the  width  of  the  flue;  did  not  notice  any  smell 
of  hay  in  the  smoke  ; thought  that  if  fire  had  burned  through  the  brattice  below, 
the  carriage  would  have  brought  up  fire ; there  were  two  large  tanks  of  water  in 
the  breaker;  pipes  running  from  tanks  to  the  boilers;  tanks  a couple  of  hundred 
feet  from  head  of  shaft;  was  no  hose  that  he  knew  of;  thought  smoke  wras  com- 
ing up  before  stable  boss  went  down. 

Anson  Dunn  sworn.  Live  in  Hanover;  was  in  the  shaft  on  the  day  of  the  fire,  * 
looking  for  work;  went  down  about  nine  o’clock  ; staid  three-quarters  of  an  hour; 
saw  Edward  Jones  and  several  others;  said  men  called  it  best  place  they  had 
worked  in;  agreed  to  go  to  work  next  morning;  then  went  up;  passed  furnace; 
saw  nothing  unusual;  no  wood  on  the  fire;  saw  nothing  unusual  on  way  up; 
when  came  up  saw  Palmer  Steele,  with  bundle  of  hay,  ready  to  go  down ; not 
more  than  twenty  minutes  after  that  witness  saw  the  fire  at  the  top  of  the  breaker; 
came  up  at  a quarter  of  ten  o’clock;  sa  tv  the  fire  first  from  his  home  across  the 
river. 

Thomas  Honey  sworn.  Furnace  located  about  ninety  feet  from  bottom  shaft; 
had  assisted  in  building  fires  in  furnace  ; never  heard  any  fear  expressed  of  danger 
from  the  furnace;  brattice  was  on  fire  at  one  previous  time  ; saw  the  fire;  Elijah 
Bryant  and  Thomas  Davis  were  there;  never  knew  of  its  being  on  fire  but  once; 
that  brattice  had  no  connection  with  the  shaft;  caught  from  a stove  and  not  from 
the  furnace  ; brick  wall  had  been  put  in  in  place  of  the  brattice  that  caught  fire; 
been  there  since  March,  1868 ; knew  of  no  means  provided  for  putting  out  fire ; 
there  were  two  large  water  tanks;  Miners’  Union  never  passed  resolution  that 
witness  should  not  work  to  his  knowledge ; he  applied  to  inside  foreman  for  work 
and  was  told  to  come  on,  but  did  not  do  so  because  miners  held  a meeting  against 
it;  they  objected  because  he  work  in  the  Washington  mine  during  suspension; 
never  told  any  man  that  “ No  other  damned  bugger  should  work  there”  ; worked 
in  Avondale  driving  an  airway  toward  a borehole,  where  Mr.  Hughes  intended  to 
put  in  a manway  and  mulaway ; would  have  worked  at  same  airway  if  he  had  gone 
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back ; there  were  barrels  of  water  on  the  lower  end  of  the  breaker  to  extinguish 
fire  ; the  tunnel,  witness  understood,  did  not  reach  the  coal  into  about  twenty  feet, 
but  there  was  a borehole,  and  when  that  was  struck  it  was  intended  to  put  in  a 
slope;  did  not  know  how  near  Union  mine  works  at  Avondale  extended  ; had 
heard  sound  of  men  drilling  at  a distance  of  twenty-four  yards  through  solid  rock 
and  coal ; were  working  double  shift  on  the  airway  up  to  the  time  suspension 
began;  Mr.  Hughes  thought  the  shaft  unsafe  in  its  present  condition,  and  wanted 
the  airway  pushed.  t 

Edward  Flynn  sworn.  Been  at  Avondale  two  years;  good  air  in  the  mine; 
worked  there  last  Saturday ; seventy  or  eighty  feet  from  Union  works  to  Avon- 
dale ; never  knew  of  a fire  occurring  from  a ventilating  furnace  ; was  not  afraid 
to  work  in  the  mine,  but  thought  that  this  would  come  some  time  if  there  was  no 
way  for  the  men  to  come  out;  never  heard  of  any  accident  of  this  kind  before; 
Mr.  Weir  and  Mr.  Hughes  both  careful  men;  did  not  know  of  any  neglect  on 
their  part;  were  barrels  of  water  on  the  roof  outside  to  be  used  in  case  of  fire; 
worked  on  east  side  ; miners  on  west  side  told  him  they  were  nearly  through  to 
the  Union  mine ; did  not  believe  they  were  within  fiifty  or  sixty  feet;  eighty  feet 
would  drive  it  through ; it  could  be  done  in  a week  ; could  make  a yard  each  shift 
in  it ; the  sound  of  a drill  can  be  heard  eighty  feet  through  solid  coal. 

Isaac  Thomas  sworn.  Worked  at  Avondale;  not  worked  there  since  suspension, 
but  was  in  the  mine  last  Saturday  ; went  there  when  the  shatt  was  sinking;  never 
heard  that  the  furnace  was  too  near  the  shaft  or  that  there  was  any  danger  from 
the  furnace;  thought  there  was  no  way  to  save  the  men  if  the  eracker  took  fire  ; 
thought  that  the  men  in  Avondale  lived  long  enough  to  have  saved  themselves  if 
there  had  been  any  other  outlet  for  them  to  walk  to ; helped  to  take  down  brat- 
tice; thought  another  air  shaft  would  have  saved  them;  Nottingham  shaft  is 
worked  same  as  Avondale ; Lance’s  also  the  same,  and  he  believed  the  Boston 
too ; never  heard  of  an  accident  like  this ; did  not  believe  at  all  that  the  fire  took 
from  the  furnace ; it  was  sixty  yards  from  the  shaft;  can’t  say  how  it  did  take 
fire  ; fire  was  always  let  out  Saturday  night  and  started  again  Monday  morning ; 
don’t  believe  the  air  current  could  possibly  have  carried  fire  so  far ; shaft  was 
pretty  dry  altogether  ; never  heard  of  any  fire  in  the  shaft  brattice ; a little  place 
between  the  airway  and  gangway  took  fire  from  a stove  ; it  was  replaced  with  a 
brick  brattice,  which  both  prevented  fire  and  made  better  ventilation  ; brattice 
was  double-boarded;  I put  it  in. 

Thomas  E.  Davis  sworn.  Worked  ten  months  in  Avondale;  know  the  shaft 
well ; furnace  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  from  shaft;  never  heard  ©f  danger  from  fur- 
nace ; talked  with  Evan  Hughes  about  driving  a gangway  through  ; it  was  being 
driven  with  two  shifts  tomake  another  outlet;  had  examined  the  brattice,  all  the  way 
up  and  down  ; saw  no  evidence  of  heat  from  the  furnace  ; other  mines  are  worked  in 
the  same  way  as  Avondale ; did  not  believe  fire  took  from  furnace ; had  seen  men 
work  in  flue  while  furnace  was  burning,  which  showed  it  was  not  hot;  thought 
fire  took  somewhere  about  mouth  of  tunnel ; thought  it  must  have  been  set  on 
fire;  another  air  shaft  would  have  saved  the  men  ; heat  would  not  have  prevented 
a man  standing  between  the  furnace  and  the  shaft  while  fire  was  being  kindled 
with  wood,  but  the  smoke  would  ; thought  current  strong  enough  to  carry  sparks 
back  to  shaft ; thought  boards  too  wet  to  take  fire  from  sparks ; furnace  burned  thre  e 
cars  of  coal  every  forty -eight  hours ; good  deal  of  water  comes  down  when  the 
pump  is  going;  was  rot  there  when  shaft  was  sinking;  it  was  considered  a dry 
shaft;  brattice  and  guides  were  burned  twenty  or  thirty  feet  from  bottom  of  shaft. 

William  Thomas  sworn.  Worked  four  months  in  shaft  before  suspension  ; not 
after;  been  four  years  in  mines  in  this  country;  have  seen  another  mode  of  ven- 
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tilation  ; was  in  the  shaft  after  the  fire ; saw  the  men  dead  ; men  could  be  saved 
if  another  way  to  the  mine  ; don’t  know  as  the  men  did  any  work  before  they 
died  ; saw  brattice  built  of  stone  and  coal ; men  had  time  to  escape  another  way; 
men  could  not  live  two  or  three  days  if  only  airway ; never  heard  they  could  in 
England;  never  heard  of  such  occurrence  in  this  country;  heard  of  some  shaft 
on  fire,  and  men  only  escaped  with  their  lives;  is  dangerous  to  go  down  only  one 
shaft;  if  explosive  gas  men  could  not  be  saved  without  another  outlet;  didn’t 
notice  brattice  in  shaft ; piece  of  brattice  saved  in  the  middle  of  the  shaft ; a car 
was  across  the  road  and  walled  up  and  a hole  in  for  a man  ; man  found  upon  the 
top  of  the  plane;  was  acquainted  with  men  killed  in  the  mine;  I was  not  in  by 
the  car,  but  saw  the  inside  wall ; the  fire  was  from  the  furnace ; men  belonging 
to  east  gangway  found  in  the  west  gangway  ; I knew  many  of  the  people  work- 
ing at  the  time  of  disaster;  did  find  James  Williams,  who  worked  in  east  gangway, 
in  west  gangway  ; think  he  went  on  account  of  disaster  to  save  his  life  some  way. 

Alexander  Weir  sworn.  Engineer  at  Avondale  ; told  boss  there  was  danger  of 
the  flue  catching  fire  in  packing,  waste,  &c.,  about  pumps  at  bottom  of  shaft ; first 
saw  smoke  raising  the  canvass  over  the  pump  rod  ; tried  to  get  signal  from  below, 
and  to  send  a man  down  to  investigate  ; in  a minute  or  two  the  fire  burst  out  like 
an  explosion  of  powder  through  the  corner  of  the  engine  house  where  the  pump 
rod  comes  up ; thought  it  was  dangerous  because  found  it  so  hot  in  pump  shaft 
that  he  could  not  pack  the  pumps  unless  door  open  ; my  father  built  the  furnace; 
he  considered  it  safe  ; I do  not  remember  ever  telling  him  that  it  was  unsafe; 
never  saw  any  sparks  from  the  flue  ; it  might  have  been  sulphur  more  than  heat 
that  prevented  my  staying  in  the  pump  shaft ; don’t  know  what  the  Inside  Boss 
said  when  I told  him  I considered  flue  unsafe;  think  I could  have  stood  greater 
heat  at  bottom  of  shaft  if  air  had  been  pure. 

George  Morgan  sworn.  Been  connected  with  mining  since  ten  years  old; 
believe  two  openings  to  a mine  better  than  one  ; there  could  be  another  opening 
at  Avondale  or  at  any  other  works ; upper  part  of  brattice  burned  most,  say 
seventy-five  feet,  and  twenty-five  feet  at  bottom  ; middle  is  pretty  good ; don’t 
believe  fire  began  at  bottom  ; if  so,  it  would  have  burned  all  the  way  up;  did  not 
think  it  started  at  top,  but  best  part  of  the  way  up;  went  down  hoisting  shaft; 
guides  show  no  signs  of  fire  except  three  or  four  lengths  at  top  and  one  length  at 
bottom  ; thought  fire  originated  at  the  mouth  of  the  tunnel  or  a little  lower  ; good 
many  mines  like  Avondale — too  many ; Buttonwood  burned  up  like  Avondale,  but 
without  loss  of  life;  fire  did  not  come  from  the  furnace,  I firmly  believe. 

In  answer  to  a question  from  Mr.  II.  W.  Evans,  witness  said,  “ That  seems 
intended  to  bring  out  a condemnation  of  the  system  of  mining  with  but  one  out- 
let; I fully  agree  in  condemning  that  system.” 

Mr.  Evaus  said,  “That  is  exactly  the  intention.  We  miners  intend  to  prove 
here  who  is  responsible  for  that  system.  We  intend  to  prove  that  it  is  wrong — 
WRONG— to  send  men  to  work  in  such  mines,  and  that  we  have  known  it  for  long 
years;  but  we  must  work  or  starve;  that  is  where  the  miners  stand  on  this  ques- 
tion, and  we  mean  to  use  this  occasion  to  prove  it.” 

Mr.  Evans  spoke  with  intense  excitement  and  feeling,  and  his  words  drew  a 
burst  of  applause  from  the  miners  in  the  audience. 

Coroner  Wadhams  reminded  the  audience  that  this  was  a court  room,  and  that 
due  order  and  decorum  must  be  preserved.  The  repetition  of  such  remarks  or 
demonstrations  would  make  it  necessary  to  clear  the  court  room  at  once  and  to 
exclude  all  spectators  thereafter. 

Thomas  L.  Thomas  sworn.  Been  miner  thirty-five  years,  and  in  this  country 
six  years;  had  spoken  with  Evan  Hughes  about  Avondale  being  dangerous;  a 
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couple  of  days  after  beginning  work  there.  Hughes  asked  him  if  he  had  seen  the 
furnace  ; Hughes  showed  it  to  him  ; never  saw  better  ventilation  than  there  was 
there  ; Hughes  never  answered  much  about  danger ; Mr.  Hughes  allowed,  and 
everybody  must  allow,  there  is  danger  in  mine  with  one  shaft — especially  with 
wooden  building  above  ; thought  no  danger  from  furnace  ; but  he  believed,  and 
other  old  hands  believed,  that  if  the  breaker  burned  not  a man  would  come  out 
alive;  cau’t  believe  that  fire  came  from  furnace;  timber  inside  and  away  from 
the  outside  air  does  not  take  fire  readily  ; with  another  airhole,  good  management 
would  probably  have  saved  the  men’s  lives ; had  heard  talk  about  its  being  easy 
to  drive  a gangway  through  to  Union  mines;  can  hear  a drill  for  fifty  feet  at 
least  through  a wall  of  coal. 

Benjamin  Jenkins  was  called,  but  not  answering,  at  4:30  r.  M.  the  inquest  was 
adjourned  until  Tuesday  morning,  September  14th,  at  9 o’clock. 

SECOND  DAY. 

The  Coroner’s  Jury  re-assembled  at  Shupp’s  Hall,  Plymouth,  Tuesday  morning. 
Present,  the  jury  and  Acting  Coroners  Wadhams  and  Eno.  About  fifty  persons 
were  in  the  hall.  After  the  usual  preliminaries  of  calling  the  jury,  &c.,  the 
evidence  was  resumed. 

Acting  for  the  miners,  E.  L.  Merriman,  and  for  the  defense,  A.  T.  McClintock. 

Gr.  W.  McKee,  sworn.  Men  in  mine  died  from  inhalation  of  carbonic  acid 
gas ; can  form  no  positive  opinion  as  to  how  long  they  lived  after  fire  began  ; 
probably  not  more  than  four  hours. 

Daniel  W.  Evans,  sworn.  Am  a miner  and  familiar  with  mines  ; been  in 
Avondale  shaft  since  fire  ; believe  fire  originated  from  flue,  caused  by  spark  com- 
ing from  furnace  ; another  opening  would  have  saved  the  men. 

Cross-examination.  Never  worked  in  Avondale;  believe  fire  was  from  furnace ; 
i boards  not  far  enough  from  furnace;  more  than  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  feet 
by  measurement;  think  fire  originated  near  bottom  of  shaft;  within  fifty  feet  or 
less;  not  a piece  of  brattice  unburned ; but  it  is  burned  in  part,  all  the  way  from 
bottom  to  top;  reason  that  more  burned  at  bottom,  because  falling  debris  made 
greater  fire  there ; some  buntings  not  burned  at  all ; all  through  brattice,  one 
thickness  (inside  one)  burned  completely  out ; examined  shaft  particularly  on 
Saturday,  in  company  with  T.  M.  Williams  and  others;  never  saw  shaft  before; 
never  was  in  Avondale  mine  before  the  fire. 

Dr.  Chas.  E.  Ingham,  sworn.  Have  been  an  engineer  thirty-five  years  ; been 
connected  with  mining  engineering  some  years;  have  put  up  several  breakers, 
etc.,  in  this  valley;  know  of  one  case  (Buttonwood  mine)  where  there  was  fire 
originating  from  furnace  and  not  at  bottom  of  shaft;  fire  so  originating  would 
not  necessarily  ignite  brattice  at  bottom ; would  be  likely  to  ignite  at  top,  but 
would  consider  it  rather  matter  of  chance ; no  theory  can  be  established  on  the 
point ; in  case  of  Avondale  mine  there  was  sufficient  oxygen  to  feed  fire  at  bot- 
tom ; water  in  a small  stream  conveys  air  to  the  fire  and  feeds  it ; in  case  of  sep- 
arate air  shaft  entering  mine,  men  could  escape  ; even  if  the  main  shaft  was 
I choked  by  fire,  ventilation  in  parts  of  the  mine  would  probably  be  better  than 
I ordinary;  mining  with  one  shaft  not  safe  or  judicious. 

Cross-examined.  Never  examined  Buttonwood  shaft  after  fire  ; all  I know  of 
it  is  conjecture  and  hearsay ; planned  a shaft  designing  continuous  brick  flue  to 
with  fifty  feet  of  surface  ; other  parties  put  in  wood;  don’t  know  of  more  than 
half  a dozen  ventilated  by  fans  in  Wyoming  and  Susquehanna  valleys;  remem- 
• ber  Audenried,  Pine  liidge,  Sugar  Notch,  Empire ; there  are  twenty-two  or 
| twenty-three  shafts  in  this  region;  all  but  those  mentioned  are  ventilated  by  fur- 
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naces  so  far  as  I know  ; always  heard  of  Avondale  as  a first-class  work  ; know  of 
many  mines  like  that,  with  breaker  over  the  mouth  of  the  shaft  and  but  one 
opening ; if  in  Avondale  mine  there  had  been  separate  air  shaft  there  would  have 
probably  been  a furnace  of  some  kind  at  bottom,  or  small  apparatus  called  “light- 
ning bug”  ; fire  would  be  so  small  as  not  to  interfere  with  escape  of  men,  but  if 
there  had  been  regular  furnace  there  would  still  have  been  danger  with  two 
openings  that  the  men  would  not  escape  in  case  of  accident. 

Thomas  Broderick  sworn.  Carry  on  coal  works;  interested  in  Union  mine; 
Mr.  ltoberts’s  partner;  it  adjoins  Avondale;  never  talked  with  Avondale  proprie- 
tors about  driving  through  to  Avondale  ; talked  with  my  partner,  and  Hughes, 
Inside  Boss,  was  to  be  seen  about  it ; at  Buttonwood,  fire  originated  from  furnace  ; 
was  about  fifty  feet  from  bottom  of  shaft;  shaft  five  hundred  and  fourteen  feet 
deep ; fifty  or  sixty  feet  brick  ; two  hundred  feet  of  wooden  brattice  with  water 
introduced  inside  and  out  it  to  keep  wet  and  make  secure;  rest  of  way  wooden 
brattice;  did  not  burn  down  from  top;  bratrice  would  burn  same  if  burned  from 
bottom,  as  by  fire  from  above  ; another  opening  would  save  men;  operated  Union 
about  year;  tapping  the  old  McFarlane,  would  drown  out  Avondale  ; would  endan- 
ger lives  of  men  ; if  Avondale  lower  increase  danger ; thought  powder-smoke 
from  Union  would  not  go  to  Avondale  if  an  opening;  think  distance  too  great; 
never  been  in  Avondale  ; first  class  work;  all  new  works,  put  up  in  four  or  five 
years,  are  using  fans;  fan  at  Nottingham  and  Fuller’s;  not  sure  about  Lance’s; 
Nottingham  about  two  years  old  ; until  lately,  mines  have  been  ventilated  by 
furnaces  generally  ; was  fan  at  Buttonwood  ; have  worked  furnaces  closer  than 
one  at  Avondale  without  accident;  Empire  had  one  within  fifty  feet;  if  nothing 
but  coal  on  fire  would  not  be  apt  to  burn  bottom  of  brattice  ; thought  it  did  not 
follow  that  brattice  would  burn  all  way  up  the  same ; thought  the  great  draft 
would  make  fire  jump,  or  skip  past  parts  of  brattice ; he  only  guessed  at  it;  would 
depend  on  condition  of  brattice ; if  the  Avondale  works  were  driven  up  to  old 
tunnel  it  would  make  a good  opening  for  escape  of  men  and  for  ventilation  ; if  in 
charge  of  that  mine  would  been  more  apt  to  make  second  opening  through  tunnel 
than  to  open  into  another  mine. 

Cross-examined.  Think  it  possible  for  brattice  to  ignite  from  a furnace  one 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  from  bottom. 

Direct  resumed.  Don’t  know  of  any  first-class  work  in  operation  two  years 
where  a second  opening  has  been  made ; think  Avondale  the  first  shaft  ever 
burned  in  any  coal  region  in  this  country. 

D.  W.  Evans  recalled.  Williams,  Smith,  and  I went  down  shaft  Saturday  to 
furnace  ; measured  all  about ; found  several  big  pieces  of  wood  in  furnace  (pre- 
sented a specimen  of  charred  oak) ; no  fire  in  furnace. 

John  Mitchell  sworn.  Been  a miner;  an  operator;  Buttonwood  was  burnt  by 
furnace  firing  brattice;  consider  no  mine  secure  with  but  one  opening ; with 
wood  burning  in  furnace  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  feet  or  less,  know  brattice 
could  be  fired  from  it;  more  apt  to  fire  at  top  than  bottom  ; chimney  also  fired; 
sparks  would  do  it. 

Cross-examined.  Don’t  think  furnace  safe  with  brattice  anywhere  within  its 
draft;  think  sparks  could  be  carried  five  hundred  feet;  most  shafts  in  Wyoming 
valley  ventilated  from  furnace  like  Avondale  ; twin  shafts  like  Bowker’s  at  Pittston, 
are  perfectly  safe  ; if  one  burned  the  men  could  easily  get  out  of  the  other;  kuow 
Martin  Weir,  who  laid  out  Avondale;  was  one  of  the  most  experienced  men  in 
these  parts. 

Question  by  B.  Hughes.  Fire  and  sulphur  would  go  down  the  burning  shaft 
and  up  the  other ; but  think  men  could  be  got  out ; it  would  take  time  for  this 
air  to  pass  all  around ; men  might  be  got  out  before  it  got  around. 
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By  Mr.  Phelps.  Three-fourths  of  all  breakers  in  valley  built  over  shaft. 

By  Mr.  Merriman.  Don’t  think  any  mine  with  one  opening  safe. 

Lewis  Merrifield  sworn.  Miner  ; been  four  times  in  Avondale  since  fire ; fire 
originated  from  furnace,  in  brattice. 

Cross-examination.  Caught  from  bottom  fifteen  to  twenty  feet ; burned  up 
from  bottom  eighteen  feet;  don’t  think  burned  up  from  falling  debris;  climbed 
up  column  pipe  and  examined  brattice  thoroughly;  column  pipe  don’t  leak  enough 
to  keep  brattice  wet;  if  leaked  boards  would  be  wet;  furnace  one  hundred  and 
twenty-uine  feet  two  inches  from  brick  work  to  edge  of  rock  in  shaft ; extension 
of  furnace  thirteen  feet  six  inches ; never  was  in  mine  before  fire. 

Direct  resumed.  No  mine  safe  without  two  openings. 

Benjamin  Jones  sworn.*  Miner;  been  in  Avondale  since  fire;  think  fire  took 
from  furnace ; think  no  mine  with  one  opening  safe. 

Cross-examined.  Mr.  Weir  was  a careful  experienced  miner;  never  was  in 
Avondale  before  fire ; work  in  Jersey  slope,  for  D.  L & W.;  think  fire  caught  in 
air  shaft;  sixteen  buntings  burned;  from  there  up  all  burned;  think  originated 
fifty  or  sixtj  feet  from  bottom  ; think  men  could  be  going  up  and  down  half  an 
hour  and  not  see  the  fire;  it  might  have  caught  inside  ; Mr.  Hughes  was  regarded 
an  experienced  miner ; think  men  could  have  been  saved  if  another  opening ; 
believe  if  hole  cut  from  Union,  men  been  saved. 

Mr.  Merriman  here  announced,  the  evidence  on  his  side  probably  finished- 
although  he  said  a few‘  more  witnesses  might  be  called. 

Jury  adjourned  until  two  P.  M. 

Two  p.  M. — Dr.  Ingham  recalled  by  Prosecution,  and  examined  as  to  practica- 
bility of  removing  the  fire  in  the  furnace  in  the  case  of  accident ; thought  it  was 
practicable. 

John  Albrighton  sworn.  Am  one  of  the  owners  of  Union  mine;  talked  with 
Mr.  Hughes  about  driving  through  from  Union  mine;  Mr.  Boberts  told  him  how 
important  to  have  hole  driven  ; witness  said  to  Mr.  Hughes,  every  soul  must 
perish  in  that  mine  in  case  of  fire;  witness  made  no  reply;  was  probably  two 
months  ago;  we  could  hear  the  blasts  in  Avondale;  think  the  men’s  lives 
would  been  saved  if  gangway  had  been  driven  to  Union. 

Cross-examined.  Conversation  took  place  during  suspension  ; would  not  have 
driven  into  McFarlane  according  to  survey  we  made  ; we  thought  they  were  higher, 
though  not  higher  than  the  old  workings;  if  Avondale  lower  than  McF.  effect 
would  be  to  flood  Avondale ; as  I understand  how  the  coal  is  left  below  us,  we 
have  five  acres  of  coal  between  us  and  Avondale  ; never  mentioned  it  to  anybody  but 
Hughes,  and  to  him  only  once  ; judged  it  was  great  distance  ; three  hundred  feet ; 
presume  would  have  taken  a month  with  all  hands  could  put  there ; do  not  know 
if  they  were  driving  for  an  additional  opening  into  tunnel ; never  in  Avondale  ; 
understood  Avondale  was  a well  arranged  mine  to  work  in ; men  left  us  to  work  in 
Avondale  who  had  worked  there  before  suspension. 

Cross-examination  resumed.  Can  hear  a drill  through  solid  coal  from  four 
hundred  to  six  hundred  feet ; there  is  difference  in  veins;  think  men  could  not 
have  come  out  through  that  tunnel  when  shaft  on  fire ; we  were  not  particularly 
interested  in  tunneling  from  Union,  but  it  would  have  made  ours  better ; would 
have  taken  some  of  our  smoke ; believe  no  mine  operated  same  way  as  Avondale 
safe;  miners  went  back  to  Avondale  because  we  had  no  houses ; one  man  (now 
dead)  lamented  this ; one  man  had  taken  out  bottom  coal,  at  Avondale,  and  had 
privilege  of  taking  out  top  coal — that  was  another  reason  for  his  leaving;  Lewis 
Davis,  Edward  Quinn,  and  one  who  worked  with  Quinn  went  back;  those  certain; 
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would  have  driven  east  from  our  mine  to  reach  Avondale,  starting  at  lowest  cham- 
ber next  water  for  fear  they  not  high  enough. 

Cross-examination  resumed.  Consider  no  mine  safe  with  one  opening. 

Jenkins  B.  Jones  was  the  first  witness  for  the  Company.  Am  inside  foreman 
at  Mill  Creek  ; been  engaged  in  mining  all  my  lifetime;  in  Avondale  after  fire; 
last  three  bodies  were  found  in  east  gangway,  near  the  face  ; two  of  them  in  car 
and  one  quite  near  the  face ; the  two  were  lying  on  their  tools  ; the  other’s  tools 
by  him  ; smoke  and  sulphur  must  have  gone  through  mine  rapidly,  as  they  tried 
to  build  gangings  ; did  not  finish  them,  but  were  driven  ; examined  middle  brattice 
going  down,  and  up-cast  coming  up;  noticed  the  guides  were  burned  more  in 
middle  way  than  in  up-cast;  brattice  between  up-cast  and  other  burned  thirty  or 
forty  feet  down,  and  then  sixty  or  seventy  feet  not  burned;  from  bottom  ten  to 
twenty  feet  were  burned  out;  think  fire  originated  up  above,  because  from  all  ap- 
pearances the  current  of  air  continued  some  time  ; last  bodies  caught  by  smoke 
and  sulphur  ; falling  by  their  tools,  showed  were  caught  suddenly  ; don’t  believe 
fire  originated  between  shaft  and  furnace ; if  had,  men  would  had  more  time  to 
shut  themselves  in ; knew  Mr.  Hughes  eight  years;  competent  and  careful  as 
foreman  of  mine ; think  if  gangway  driven  to  tunnel,  meu  would  have  been  saved. 

Cross-examined.  Not  positive  fire  did  not  take  from  furnace;  think  it  must 
have  come  from  tunnel  above  ; could  have  been  set  on  fire ; do  not  say  was  set  on 
fire  ; believe  some  could  have  been  saved  if  there  had  been  another  opening  (if 
they  conducted  the  ventilation  right)  ; don’t  think  one  opening  sufficient. 

Direct  examination  resumed.  Takes  (in  opening  new  colliery)  long  time  to 
make  two  openings;  considerable  mining  must  be  done  first;  Avondale  was  . 
equally  well  built,  better  than  many  mines  I have  seen;  think  could  not  have 
been  better  with  same  kind  of  ventilation ; first  breaker  known  to  have  been 
burned  ; with  better  connections  between  tunnel  and  shaft  the  former  is  better  than 
any  shaft.  No.  10,  Pa.  Coal  Co.,  has  air  shaft  down  to  top  vein. 

Benjamin  Hughes  sworn  Am  General  Inside  Foreman  D.  L.  & W.  IIR. ; 
placed  my  brother  Evan  Hughes  at  Avondale  ; he  was  competent  and  careful ; he 
consulted  with  me;  saw  mine  supplied  with  everything  necessary;  consider 
Avondale  as  safe  as  a mine  could  be  with  one  opening ; ventilation  as  good  as  any 
in  this  vicinity;  (described  by  map  how  he  was  driving  towards  the  tunnel  to 
make  another  opening,  which  is  now  within  twenty  feet  of  the  coal);  length  of  gang- 
way is  longer  in  that  direction  than  in  any  other  ; if  no  suspension,  would  have  taken 
eight  months  from  now;  think  that  then  it  would  be  a mine  perfectly  safe; 
brother  never  spoke  to  me  about  driving  to  Union;  nearest  distance  to  Union  is 
six  hundred  feet ; pretty  hard  coal  at  Avondale  ; in  some  veins  above,  about  two  j 
hundred  feet  per  month  could  be  driven  ; we  are  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  feet 
lower  in  Avondale  than  where  they  (Union)  are  working  now ; if  driven  to  Mc- 
Farlane’s  would  been  drowned  out  at  Avondale  ; it  is  filled  with  water;  not  used  J 
since  1864 ; two  hundred  and  thirty-two  feet  to  line  of  McFarlane;  afraid  to 
drive  nearer  for  fear  they  might  have  driven  over  our  line ; being  full  of  water,  j 
could  make  no  survey;  always  been  my  purpose  to  drive  to  old  tunnel  to  make  I 
another  opening;  Mr.  Weir  was  a good  practical  miner. 

Cross-examined.  Could  not  have  driven  to  tunnel  faster  ; had  two  shifts  driv- 
ing towards  tunnel  ever  since  mine  commenced  working;  think  men  could  have 
been  6aved  through  that  tunnel  had  the  shaft  been  on  fire ; am  positive  the  fresh  , 
air  would  rush  through  the  tunnel  and  up  the  shaft;  consulted  with  Mr.  Storrs 
about  this  tunnel  more  than  once ; depends  on  circumstances  whether  a mine  is 
safe  with  one  opening  ; he  considered  there  was  ordinary  care  in  mining  even 
with  one  opening  ; would  rather  have  two  ; had  run  mines  here  eleven  years  with- 
out accident  from  burning  of  breaker. 
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James  Arclibald  sworn.  Am  Civil  Engineer;  have  been  a consulting  engi- 
neer in  relation  to  D.  L.  & W.  mines  ; was  consulted  about  Avondale  ; Mr.  Phelps 
then  in  charge ; afterward  Mr.  Weir ; he  came  well  recommended  ; I thought 
him  a good  practical  miner  ; discussed  with  him  the  two  modes  of  ventilation, 

“ fan”  and  “ furnace ;”  he  objected  to  fan,  as  it  was  liable  to  get  out  of  order ; he 
preferred  furnace  ; we  thought  his  argument  good  ; usual  mode  is  furnace ; it  is 
now  the  prevailing  mode  ; never  knew  a shaft  burned  from  that  mode  of  ventilation 
before  Avondale  ; coal  was  being  mined  when  he  came  into  the  valley  forty  years  ago ; 
are  more  furnaces  than  fans,  and  still  a variety  of  opinions  as  to  utility;  Mr. 
Phelps  and  I talked  about  tunnel ; not  so  much  for  safety  (as  that  was  not  then 
called  in  question)  ; no  oue  thought  of  danger  ; more  for  convenience  and  to  save 
time. 

Cross-examined.  Am  Chief  Engineer  of  D.  L.  & W.  RR. ; am  a stockholder. 

Question.  Do  you  consider  it  safe  to  have  a mine  with  only  one  opening  ? 

Answer.  Consider  it  relatively  so ; more  danger  getting  on  a railway  train  and 
riding  one  hundred  miles  than  working  in  that  mine. 

Thomas  McFarlane  sworn.  Worked  McFarlane  shaft  adjoining  Union;  it  was 
last  worked  in  1864  ; seventy-five  feet  higher  than  Avondale;  would  not  be  safe  to 
drive  to  Avondale  unless  latter  high  enough  up  the  hill  to  be  above  water. 

Cross-examined.  No  mine  with  one  opening  safe;  believe  if  double  opening 
men  would  have  been  saved. 

Direct  resumed.  Had  tunnel  been  driven  through,  men  been  safe. 

Henry  J.  Phillips  sworn.  Mining  engineer  for  D.  L.  & W.  RR.  ; been  in 
Avondale  ; made  a survey  of  it  two  or  three  weeks  before  suspension  ; also  of 
Union  yesterday;  distance  between  mines  six  hundred  and  ten  feet  to  third  cham- 
ber of  Avondale;  to  point  spoken  of  by  Mr.  Albrighton  seven  hundred  feet; 
Avondale- one  hundred  and  twenty  to  one  hundred  and  thirty  feet  lower  than 
Union  ; not  safe  to  drive  into  McFarlane,  because  eight  or  ten  acres  of  coal  are 
out  and  space  full  of  water  ; talked  with  Evan  Hughes  two  weeks  ago  ; he  sent  to 
me  to  come  down  here  on  6th  of  month  (day  of  fire)  to  make  survey  in  regard  to 

! tunnel ; something  prevented,  or  I would  probably  have  been  with  the  unfortu- 
nate men ; if  tunnel  opened  it  would  be  safe  to  run  past  mouth  of  shalt  to  mouth 
of  tunnel,  which  is  forty  or  forty-five  feet ; tunnel  runs  along  side  of  shaft,  and  if 
a fire  there  occuired,  the  draft  would  have  gone  in  and  up  shaft ; men  could  go 
that  forty-five  feet  with  perfect  safety,  and  would  have  done  it;  have  known  men 
to  run  through  black  damp  and  sulphur,  sixty,  seventy,  and  even  one  hundred  and 
fifty  feet;  same  force  would  have  driven  to  tunnel  as  soon  as  to  Union  ; in  No.  10, 
Pennsylvania  Company’s  mine,  there  is  a second  shaft  to  first  vein  only,  to  best  of 
my  recollection  ; would  rather  have  two  than  one  opening ; no  company  in  coun- 
try takes  more  pains  than  the  D.  L.  & W.  RR.  Co.  \\  hen  engaged  on  an  essay 
on  ventilation  of  mines  examined  all  mines  in  Valley  and  found  D.  L.  & W.  better 
than  all  others ; conclusion  arrived  at  in  essay  was  that  two  better  than  one. 

Question.  Should  not  any  Company  be  held  responsible  for  sending  men 
into  mines  with  only  one  opening? 

Answer.  Not  a question  for  me  to  answer;  that  is  for  Courts;  am  here  for  no 
Company;  am  here  for  myself;  think  if  tunnel  opened  men  would  have  been  safe. 
Question.  Have  you  any  idea  where  fire  originated  ? 

Answer.  Thought  first  from  furnace ; afterward  that  it  was  set  on  fire  ; from 
furnace,  because  flue  turns  at  right  angles  into  shaft,  and  there  would  be  greatest 
heat;  other  opinion  made  from  the  evidence  and  appearance  above;  think  it  was 
set  on  fire. 

Robert  Anderson  called  by  prosecution.  Am  a miner;  sunk  No.  10  shaft, 
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Penn.  Coal  Co. ; sunk  winding  shaft  and  air  do. ; both  extend  to  bottom  of  mine  j 
sunk  winding  shaft  first;  about  five  months  doing  it;  drove  also  slope;  five 
months  driving  big  shaft ; two  hundred  and  sixty-four  feet  between  the  two ; ven- 
tilate by  furnace  ; breaker  over  winding  shaft ; case  of  fire  men  could  go  up  air 
shaft;  no  mode  now,  but  believe  one  could  be  made  in  an  hour;  their  works  are 
old,  and  they  have  advantage  of  opening  from  one  to  another;  been  in  country  five 
years  ; this  first  breaker  burned  to  my  knowledge. 

Here  both  parties  rested  and  the  matter  went  to  the  jury  without  argument. 
About  four  and  a half  o’clock  r.  M.,  the  hall  was  cleared  and  the  jury  commenced 
their  deliberation.  About  six  o’clock  they  adjourned  for  supper,  after  which  they 
re-assembled,  and  after  several  hours  deliberation  agreed  on  the  following  verdict : 

THE  VERDICT  OF  THE  JURY. 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  PENNSYLVANIA, 

LUZERNE  COUNTY. 

An  inquisition  indented  and  taken  at  Plymouth,  in  the  County  of  Luzerne,  the 
eighth,  ninth,  eleventh,  and  fourteenth  days  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-nine,  before  us,  E.  C.  Wadhams  and 
Josiah  W.  Eno,  Justices  of  the  Peace,  acting  as  coroners  of  the  County  aforesaid, 
upon  the  view  of  the  bodies  of  Palmer  Steele,  Dennison  Slocum,  ^Joh-n  Bowen, 
"William  Powell,  George  Williams,  jr.,  Willie  Phillips,  Methusalem  Evans, 
Edward  Humphrey,  Jacob  Mosier,  Peter  Conlan,  John  Clark,  William  J. 
Evans,  George  Stackhouse,  Edwin  D.  Jones,  Morgan  Watkins,  Andrew  Frothing- 
ham,  WilliamX.  Allen,  Thomas  D.  Jones,  Peter  Johnson,! Evan  Hughes,  William 
Bowen,  James  Feare,  Thomas  Hughes,  William  Reese,  William  Pbarfit,  William 
N.  Williams,  William  Lewis,  John  Hughes,  Thomas  Morris,  Elijah  S.  Bryant, 
Thomas  Roberts,  William  Sink,  Daniel  Jones,  David  Thomas,  Daniel  Givens, 
Evan  Rees,  Edward  W.  Edwards,  Henry  Morris,  William  S.  Williams,  Dayid  S. 
Reese,  Richard  Woolley,  John  R.  Davis,  David  James,  Lewis  Evans,,  William 
Williams,  Richard  Owen,  William  Hatton,  William  Evans,  James  Powell,  Thomas 
Hatton,  Edward  Owen,  John  Burch,  John  Burch,  jr.,  John  Jenkins,  William 
Evans,  Daniel  Woods,  William  H.  Nauss,  David  Reese,  jr.,  Griffith  Roberts, 
Charles  F.  Ruth,  Joseph  Morris,  Patrick  McGurck,  Harry  Smith,  Shem  Howell, 
Thomas  Davies,  William  Dowdle,  John  Roherty  or  Groarty,  Thomas  Ryan,  Hugh 
Gilroy,  John  Maher,  Patrick  Burke,  William  T.  Morgan,  James  Murray,- 
Michael  Daly,  David  P.  Pryor,  James  Phillips,  James  Williams,  John  D.  Evans, 
William  Harding,  Samuel  R.  Morgan,  William  R.  Evans,  William  L.  Wild- 
rich,  Reese  Lumley,  Thomas  Llewellyn,  Reese  Llewellyn,  William  Davies, 
John  Thomas,  John  Davies,  William  T.  Williams,  William  D.  Johns,  Dennis 
Guyten,  William  R.  Reese,  William  Speight,  John  Harris,  Thomas  L.  Jones, 
Thomas  Phillips,  Lewis  Davies,  Charles  Feare,  John  Thomas,  David  Johnson,- 
James  Mallon,  James  Harkins,  William  D.  Jones,  Edward  Taylor,  Rowland  Jones, 
Madison  Alabauglr,  Daniel  Edwards  and  John  Powell,  then  and  there  lying  dead, 
upon  the  oaths  of  William  J.  Harvey,  Chas.  Hutchinson,  Samuel  Vanloon,  James 
George,  Martin  McDonald  and  Thomas  Patton  of  the  County  aforesaid;  who 
being  sworn  to  inquire  on  the  part  of  the  Commonwealth  when,  where,  how  and 
after  what  manner  the  said  Palmer  Steele  and  other  persons  aforesaid  came  to 
their  deaths,  do  say  upon  their  oaths,  that  the  said  Palmer  Steele  and  other  persons 
aforesaid  came  to  their  death  in  the  Avondale  mine,  in  Plymouth  Township,  i 
County  and  State  aforesaid,  between  the  sixth  and  eighth  days  of  September  j 
instant.  That  the  cause  of  the  death  of  Palmer  Steele  and  other  persons  afore- 
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said  was  the  exhaustion  of  atmospheric  air,  and  the  prevalence  of  sulphuric  and 
carbonic  acid  gases  in  the  said  Avondale  mine,  caused  by  the  burning  of  the  Head 
House  and  Breaker  at  said  mine,  on  the  sixth  day  of  September  inst.,  thereby 
destroying  the  air  courses  leading  from  the  mine  through  the  shaft. 

That  the  fire  originated  from  the  furnace  in  the  mine,  taking  effect  on  the  wood 
brattice  to  the  up-cast  air  course  leading  from  the  bottom  of  the  shaft  to  the 
Head  House. 

The  jury  regard  the  present  system  of  mining  in  a large  number  of  mines  now 
working  by  shaft  as  insecure  and  unsafe  to  the  miner,  and  would  strongly  recom- 
mend in  all  cases  where  practicable,  two  places  for  ingress  and  egress,  and  a more 
perfect  ventilation,  thereby  rendering  greater  security  to  the  life  of  the  miner 
under  any  similar  accident. 

In  witness  whereof,  as  well  the  aforesaid  Justices  of  the  Peace,  acting  as 
Coroners,  as  the  Jurors  aforesaid,  have  to  this  inquisition  put  their  hands  and 
seals  on  this  fourteenth  (14th)  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 


thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-nine,  at  Plymouth. 

(Signed)  E.  C.  WADHAMS,  [L.  S.] 

Justice  of  the  Peace,  acting  as  Coroner. 
JOSIAH  W.  ENO,  " [L.  S.] 

Justice  of  the  Peace,  acting  as  Coroner. 
WM.  J.  HARVEY,  [L.  S.] 

CHAS.  HUTCHINSON,  [L.  S.= 

SAM’L  VANLOON,  [u  S.= 

JAMES  GEORGE,  [L.  S.= 

martin  McDonald,  [L.  s ! 

THOS.  PATTON,  [L.  S/ 


INCEPTION  AND  PROGRESS  OF  THE  RELIEF 

FUND. 

On  Tuesday,  Sept  7th,  Rev.  T.  P.  Hunt,  of  Wilkes-Barre,  appeared  at  Avon- 
dale and  made  a few  remarks  to  those  assembled  in  relation  to  the  propriety  of 
raising  money  to  be  applied  to  the  relief  of  the  families  of  those  men  who  were 
in  the  mine,  closing  with  proposing  that  E.  C.  Wadhams,  James  McAlarney,  J. 
Fuller  Reynolds,  George  Evans,  Doctor  Richards,  Jacob  Roberts,  J.  W.  Eno,  H. 
J.  Yaple,  Harry  Hakes,  Sam.  Shafer,  B.  J Woodward,  Robert  Boston,  John  Y. 
Wren,  Nathan  Vanhorn,  Frank  Turner,  II.  II.  Harvey,  Richard  Stil well,  and 
John  B.  Smith  be  appointed  a Committee  to  receive  subscriptions.  Small  books 
previously  prepared  were  handed  to  all  the  Committeemen  present,  and  a canvass 
of  the  immense  multitude  commenced.  The  amount  which  was  then  raised  was 
the  nucleus  for  the  large  sum  which  was  subsequently  contributed  by  the  benev- 
olent all  over  the  country. 

On  Thursday,  Sept.  9th,  Rev.  Mr.  Hunt  again  visited  Avondale,  and  after  con- 
sultation with  Esq.  Eno,  one  of  the  acting  Coroners,  and  others,  the  following 
Committee  was  appointed  to  take  charge  of  the  funds  raised  and  to  be  raised : 
W.  L.  Wilson,  Cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Plymouth  ; Theodore 
Strong,  President  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Pittston  ; W.  W.  Winton,  Pres- 
ident of  the  Second  National  Bank  of  Scranton  ; Rev.  T.  P.  Hunt  and  Col.  H. 
B.  Wright,  of  Wilkes-Barre,  and  Geo.  Coray,  esq.,  of  Scranton. 

I The  Committee,  headed  by  W.  L.  Wilson,  esq.,  Cashier  of  the  First  National 
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Bank  of  Plymouth,  met  at  that  place  on  the  10th  of  September,  and  organized 
permanently  by  electing  E.  C.  Wadhams,  esq.,  President;  Henderson  Gaylord, 
(President  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Plymouth),  Treasurer,  and  W.  L.  Wil- 
son, Secretary.  A committee  of  seven  persons  was  appointed  to  look  after  and 
supply  the  immediate  wants  of  the  afflicted  ; to  furnish  them  their  requirements 
for  at  least  one  week  ; to  take  a census  of  the  families  of  the  unfortunates,  and 
report  their  action  at  a meeting  to  be  held  on  the  13th  inst. ; and  also  to  devise  a 
system  for  the  equitable  distribution  of  funds  and  other  contributions.^ 

On  the  13th  of  September  a meeting  of  the  Relief  Fund  Association  was  held 
at  Plymouth,  when  the  following  persons  were  elected  a Board  of  Managers  or 
Trustees  : 

E.  C.  Wadhams,  W.  L.  Wilson,  J.  W.  Eno,  Ira  Davenport,  J.  Fuller  Reynolds,  Thomas  P.  MacFarlane,  Draper- 
Smith,  Frank  Turner.  Thomas  J.  Phillips,  and  H.  II  Harvey,  of  Plymouth  ; George 'Coray,  of  Scranton;  H.  B. 
Wright,  of  Wilkes-Barre  ; J.  B.  Smith,  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Company,  Dunmore. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Board,  held  September  21st,  Mr.  Frank  Turner  resigned 
his  position  on  the  Board,  and  Mr.  Joseph  FI.  Scranton,  of  Scranton,  was  ap- 
pointed to  succeed  him.  An  Executive  Committee  previously  appointed  also 
made  a report  embodying  a plan  of  distribution  of  the  FMnd,  and  Rules  and 
Regulations  for  the  government  of  the  Association,  consideration  of  which  was 
postponed  until  Monday  evening,  September  27th. 

The  Fund  in  the  meantime  had  been  rapidly  accumulating.  Each  day’s  sub- 
scriptions, as  they  were  reported  in  the  various  newspapers  throughout  the  coun- 
try and  by  telegraph,  were  daily  recorded  in  the  Scranton  Morning  Republi- 
can, and  from  that  source  the  list  herewith  printed  has  been  compiled.  For  the 
sake  of  convenience  and  brevity,  each  day’s  contributions  from  the  different 
cities,  etc.,  have  been  grouped  together,  the  grand  total  up  to  the  time  of  issuing 
this  pamphlet  being  given  at  the  close.  The  amount  raised  at  Avondale  by  the 
original  committee  reached  about  $700.  Immediately  following  this  effort,  the 
subscriptions  poured  in  as  follows  : 

Sept.  8. — Hon.  Asa  Packer,  Bethlehem,  Pa„  $2,500 ; lion.  .Tohn  W.  Geary,  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  $500;  Board  of 
Brokers,  N.  Y.,  $5,000;  Thurlow  Weed,  N.  Y„  $100.  Total,  $8,100. 

Sept.  9 — Scranton,  Pa.— W.  W.  Winton,  $100;  Hebrew  Congregation,  $134.50.  Providence,  Pa. — Various 
citizens,  $15SOO.  New  York — Gold  Exchange  Board,  $2,500 ; Metropolitan  II.  & L.  Co.,  No.  8,  $20;  Poor  Man, 
$1.  Brooklyn— Carlton  Avenue  M.  E.  Church,  $15.  Kupert — Paxton  & Hammond,  $100.  Huntingdon,  Pa. — 
Senator  Scott,  $150.  Total,  $3,108.50. 

Sept.  10. — Scranton,  Pa.,  $5,051.  New  York,  $2,421.  Elmira,  $500.  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  $2,178.  Newark,  N.  J., 
$500.  Total,  $10,150. 

S’pt.  11. — Providence  Committee,  $207.  Scranton,  Pa.,  $1,080.50.  Pennsylvania  Coal  Company,  $5,000, 
Wilkes-Barre.  Pa.,  $552.  New  York,  $2,894.50.  Philadelphia,  $12,700.  Newark,  N. . I.,  $1,000.  Berwick,  Pa.. 
$100.  Harrisburg.  Pa.,  $525  ; Pottstown,  Pa.,  $100.  Pittstou,  Pa.,  $1,021.  Albany,  $100.  Total,  $25,286. 

Sept.  IS. — Scranton.  Pa.,  $2,585.  New  York,  $8,799.  Philadelphia,  $5,600.  Iloncsdale,  Pa.,  $100.  Wilkes- 
Barre,  Ba.,  $1,360.  Boston,  ‘wa'S.,  So.  Albanj',  N.  Y.,  $200;  Norristown,  Pa.,  $2.  Bordentown,  N.  J.,  $200. 
Providence,  Pa.,  $10  Total,  $16,306. 

Sept.  IK. — Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  B.R.  Co.,  N Y , $2n.000.  Now  York,  $2,760.13.  Scranton,  Pa.. 
$730.  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.,  SS19.25.  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  $3,403.  B“thlehem,  t'a..  $109.80.  Peterboro,  N.  Y.,  $100. 
Danville,  Pa.,  $25  Cornwall  Pa.,$l,000.  Central  Committee,  Plymouth,  $1,202.42.  Lehigh  Coal  and  Naviga- 
tion Co ’s  Agents,  $.50  Bridgeport,  Ct.,  $30.  Hackensack,  N.  J.,  $38.  Hudson,  N.  J.,  $100.  Various  contribu- 
tions, $2,831.  Total.  $33,225.60. 

Sept . 15.— H.  Gaylord,  Treasurer,  Plymouth,  $1,291.44.  Wilkes-Barre,  $570.  New  York,  $2,839.15.  Phila- 
delphia, $789.36.  Great  BBnd,  Pa.,  $147.  Scranton,  $25.  Pottsville,  Pa.,  $275.  Titusville,  Pa.,  $311.  Total, 
$0,247.95. 

Sept.  1G. — Wilkes-Barre,  $445.  Scranton,  $45.  New  York,  $5,765.78.  Newark,  N.  J.,  432.05.  Elizabeth,  N. 
J.,  $100.  Total.  $6,788.53. 

Sept.  17.— Scranton,  $100.  New  York.  $1,907.47.  Philadelphia, $770.16.  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  $150.  Pottsville,  $21. 
Tunkhannock.  Pa  , $00.  Total,  $2,918.63. 

Sept.  18.— Scranton,  $79.  Kondout,  N.  Y.,  $134.40.  Oswego,  $100.  New  York,  $3,590.63.  Philadelphia, 
$617.12.  Total,  $4,512.15. 

Sept.  20  — New  York.  $3,075.31.  Philadelphia.  $774  25  N.  J.  E.R.,  $1,139.44.  Jersey  City,  $50.  Hudson 
City.  $75.  Newark,  $310.35.  P-ovidence,  $40.  Total,  $5,464.35. 

Sept.  21.— Philadelphia  $1  844.70.  S'ranton,  $27.  Wilkes-Barre,  $240.11 ; New  York,  $4,204.29.  Tottsville, 
$213.51.  Titusville,  $134.05.  Susquehanna  Co.,  $62.08.  New  Brunswick,  N.  J.,  $18.  Washington,  Pa.,  $279. 
Williamsburg,  $25.  Total,  $7,047,74. 

Sept.  22. — Scranton.  $124.10.  Schaghticoke,  N.  Y.,  $100.  Mahanoy  City,  $25.  Philadelphia,  $1,048.66.  Hyde 
Park,  Pa.,  $50  New  York,  $749  60.  Total.  $2,097.36. 

Sept.  23.—' “cranton,  S100.  New  York,  $1,486.89.  Philadelphia, $2,160.94.  Jersey  City,  $35.  Total,  $3,782.83. 

Sept.  25. — Newark,  $46.95.  Philadelphia,  $473.12.  Bloomsburg,  $524.80.  New  York*  $3,573.4.7 
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Sept.  25. — Philadelphia,  $1,440.51.  New  York,  $944.00.  Brooklyn,  $228.84.  Schuylkill  county,  $13.69.  Pitts- 
burg. $500.  Wilkes-Barre,  $123.05.  Total,  $3,250.69. 

Sept.  27. — Philadelphia,  $171.00.  New  York,  $3,532.90.  Brooklyn,  $268.06.  WayneBboro,  Pa.,  $57.  Total, 
$4,029.56. 

Sept.  28. — New  York.  $428.15.  Williamsport,  $104.59.  Total,  $532.74. 

Sept.  29  — Philadelphia,  $791.00.  Buffalo,  $600.  New  York,  $1,981.82.  Brooklyn,  $225.50.  Cat  bon  county,  Pa., 
$22.  Total,  $2,620.33. 

Sept.  30. — British  Legation,  Washington,  D.  C.,  $110.  Bethlehem,  $6.85.  Bolton,  N.  J.,  $1.  New  York, 
$1,357.40.  Buffalo,  $1,535.78.  Skamokin,  Pa.,  $104.58.  Pottsville,  $21.46.  Houesdale  Children,  $i00.  Total, 
$3,237.07. 

Oct.  1. — Scranton,  $101.  Newark,  $55.  Schultzville,  Pa.,  $122.  New  York.  $939.30.  Total,  $1,217.30. 

Oct.  2. — Scranton,  $7.  New  York,  $221.15.  Philadelphia,  $400.15.  Total,  $628.30. 

The  grand  total  to  Oet.  2d  inclusive,  according  to  the  above  footings  and  the  $700 
contributed  at  Avondale,  which  formed  the  nucleus  of  the  fund  is  $155,825.10. 

THE  DISPOSITION  OF  THE  FUNDi 

The  most  important  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Fund,  held  sub- 
sequent to  the  formation  of  the  association,  was  that  of  Sept.  28th,  at  Plymouth. 
Members  all  present.  The  reports  of  Col.  Wright,  heretofore  alluded  to,  were 
considered  and  after  amendment,  adopted,  the  effect  being  to  make  a final  disposi- 
tion of  the  manner  in  which  the  fund  was  to  be  distributed  among  the  families  of 
the  sufferers  by  the  calamity.  The  full  proceedings  of  the  meeting,  together  with 
both  reports  in  extenso,  follow  : 

Mr.  E.  C.  Wadhams,  President,  in  the  Chair,  and  W.  L.  Wilson,  Secretary. 
On  motion,  the  report  of  Col.  Wright  was  read  and  then  adopted  by  sections,  after 
which  it  was  unanimously  adopted.  The  report  as  amended  reads  as  follows  : 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Fund  received  by  contribution  for 
the  aid  and  relief  of  the  Avondale  sufferers,  charged  by  a resolution  of  the  Board  with 
the  recommendation  of  a plan  for  the  management  and  distribution  of  the  said  fund, 
respectfully  submit  the  following  report  : 

The  terrible  calamity  which  has  recently  excited  the  sympathies  of  the  whole  country,  and  without  a par- 
allel in  our  past  mining:  history,  has  resulted  in  a noble,  voluntary  and  generous  contribution,  exceeding  any- 
thing of  the  kind  on  record,  for  the  aid  and  relief  of  nearly  three  hundred  destitute  widows  and  orphans. 

A solemn  responsibility,  therefore,  rests  upon  us  as  The  guardians  of  these  suffering  and  heart-broken  people, 
as  well  as  the  adoption  of  a plan  for  a proper  and  judicious  distribution  of  the  fund.  To  adjust  a scale  upon 
general  principles  that  will  meet  each  individual  case  is  a matter  attended  with  much  perplexity  ; and  your 
Committee  have  found  much  difficulty  in  arriving  at  the  scheme  they  na*e  finally  settled  upon.  Of  the  inten- 
tion of  the  donors  they  are,  of  course,  as  to  detail,  in  a great  measure  entirely  iguorant.  In  the  absence  of 
instruction,  therefore,  it  i-»  our  duty  to  exercise  the  best  discretion  in  our  power,  and  take  the  chances  of  re- 
ceiving their  approbation  and  concurrence.  It  is  a sacred  charity,  and  uuder  the  impulses  it  inspires  so  it  must 
be  carried  out.  The  fund  is  specific.  It  is  given  solely  “ for  the  aid  and  relief”  of  those  persons  who  survive 
the  aj  palling  death  which  involved  husbauds,  lathers,  sons,  and  brothers  in  the  dark  and  subterranean  cham- 
bers of  the  Avondale  colliery.  To  them  alone  the  benefit  of  a generous  and  prompt  public  contribution  be- 
longs. 

Your  Committee,  therefore,  cannot  for  a moment  entertain  the  idea,  as  some  have  suggested,  that  any  part  or 
parcel  of  ihe  fund  shall  be  assigned  to  any  other  charity  present  or  prospective.  Nor  do  we  deem  it  proper  for 
the  present,  that  any  part  of  it  should  be  expended  in  the  erection  of  buildings  for  the  occupation  of  any  por- 
tion of  the  beneficiaries. 

We  are  the  trustees  of  moneys  received  “ for  the  aid  and  relief  of  the  Avondale  sufferers such  is  the  lan- 
guage which  in  most  cases  accompanies  the  individual  donation.  To  this  class  it  belongs;  among  them  it  is  to 
be  divided.  And  while  each  person  contributing  his  offering  to  so  commendable  au  object  may  not  feel  that  we 
have  made  such  a disposition  as  he  would  have  done,  we  entertain  the  honest  expectation  that  we  will  at  least 
meet  the  approval  of  a large  majority  of  them.  If  we  fail,  in  our  proposed  plan  of  the  distribution  of  the  gift, 
we  are  conscious  that  the  recommendations  herein  set  forth  are  the  best  efforts  of  our  judgment,  after  a careful 
and  thorough  examination  of  the  whole  case,  having  also  called  to  our  aid  the  advice  anu  counsel  of  others,  in 
whom  the  community  have  confidence.  The  fund  may  reach  two  hundied  thousand  dollars.  It  now  exceeds 
one  huudred  thousand.  It  seems  to  your  Committee  that  a sound  discretion  does  not  warrant  the  recommenda- 
tion of  an  immediate  division  of  the  money  among  the  persons  who  are  entitled  to  receive  it.  We  think  the 
design  of  the  contributors  will  not  be  accomplished  in  this  way.  Should  this  be  done,  a vast  sum  of  money 
would  do  a comparatively  small  amount  of  good.  It  should  be  so  used  In  our  judgment  as  to  provide  not 
merely  for  present  necessities,  but  also  to  anticipate  the  future  welfare  of  orphan  children,  many  of  whom  are 
in  tender  infancy,  as  well  as  the  comfort  and  relief  of  mothers  who  might  make  improvident  use  of  large  sums 
of  money  placed  in  their  hands. 

We  must  contemplate  present  car?,  as  well  as  future  protection.  We  must  assume  the  guardianship  alike  of 
widow  and  orphan.  The  amount  of  the  fund  warrants  this  position,  and  we  are  sure  the  public  will  sustain  us 
in  this  view  of  the  case.  As  the  Board  is  in  a measure  constituted  by  the  consent  of  the  community,  it  may  be 
necessary  to  have  legal  authority  confirming  their  acts  and  conferring  the  necessary  power  to  develop  and 
complete  the  plan  proposed. 

Till  this  is  obtained  the  action  of  the  trustees  is  at  best  but  a recommendation;  but  one,  we  hope,  in  which 
an  indulgent  community  will  concur  and  lend  us  their  cooperation. 

As  to  the  distribution,  we  submit  the  following  plan: 

That  each  widow  shall  be  paid  the  sum  of  $200  in  equal  monthly  payments  (except  in  the  case  of  non-resi- 

Idents,  who  shall  be  paid  quarterly)  for  the  ensuing  year,  commencing  on  the  first  of  October  next. 

That  each  male  orphan  child  under  14  years  of  age,  and  each  female  orphan  uuder  1G  years  of  age,  of  a de- 
ceased miner,  shall  be  paid,  for  the  same  period,  monthly,  in  equal  sums,  $100. 


36 


THE  AVONDALE  DISASTER. 


That  each  aged  or  infirm  father,  mother,  or  sister,  who  had  received  support  from  their  sons  or  brothers  who 
were  suffocated  in  the  mine*  shall  b*  paid  th^  same  amoun  as  allowed  to  widows.  That  every  orphan  over  14, 
if  male,  and  16,  if  female,  be  paid  in  full  a sum  not  exceeding  $300,  quarterly,  as  the  Board  of  Trustees  may 
determine 

That  the  sum  of  85,000,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  may  be  extended  or  invested  by  the  order  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees,  t>  meet  cases  not  embraced  in  the  spirit  of  the  foregoing  provisions  i.  e..  in  the  relief  of 
persons  so  connec  ed  with  the  deceased  miners  and  dependent  on  them  for  support  as  in  their  judgment  may 
entitle  them  t->  relief,  or  for  the  payment  of  necessary  funeral  expenses  or  oth~r  incidental  matte  s. 

The  e provisions  are  made  for  aid  and  relief  till  the  first  day  of  October,  1870,  and  will  absorb  of  the  fund 
about  $40,000.  or  about  one-fifth  of  it. 

T1  e remainderof  the  available  fund  now  in  the  treasury,  or  that  may  hereafter  accumulate,  we  recommend  to 
be  invested  in  good  securities,  bearing  interest,  and  whi  h may  be  readily  converted  into  cash,  when  required, 
and  to  constitute  a permanent  fund,  and  divisible  upon  the  following  basis : 

One-third  of  the  same  -o  onstimte  a widows’  fund;  and  the  remaining  two-thirds  an  orphans’  fund 

From  the  widows’  fund  each  widow  of  a deceased  miner  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  from  the  same  $200  an- 
nually. in  quarter  y payments,  on  the  first  days  of  January,  A|-ril,  July  and  Oct  -her,  commencing  on  the  1st  of 
October,  1870,  aud  to  continue  until  the  whole  share  of  her  mone\,  with  its  accumulated  interest,  shall  become 
exhausted.  In  rhe  event  of  her  death,  the  balance  remaining  shall  become  a part  of  the  whole  widow  and 
orphans  fu  d.  Should  any  widow  marry,  the  one-half  of  her  sna  e in  the  fund  shall  abate  from  date  of  snid  mar- 
riage md  become  a part  of  th  • whole  fund.  The  f llowing  ruin  of  distribution  shall  be  observed  In  tbe  division 
of  moneys  comprising  the  orphans’  fin  d:  Every  male  orphan  child  of  a deceased  miner  under  fourteen  years 
of  age,  a d every  female  orphan  child  under  sixteen  years  of  age  of  a deceased  miner,  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
said  fund  in  the  fallowing  proportions,  payable  quarterly  on  tbe  days  above  nam^d,  in  each  year,  commencing 
from  the  fi  st  clay  of  October,  1'70,  but  every  such  orphan  under  the  ago  of  five  years  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
tw  nty  per  cent,  more  than  one  0ver  ten  \ ears  of  :*ge,  and  eve.^y  orphan  child  as  aforesaid,  between  the  ages  of 
five  and  ton  years  shall  be  enti  led  to  reaeive  ten  p r cent,  more  than  one  over  ten  veirs  of  age. 

And  *s  they  shall  severally  attain  the  ages  of  fourteen  and  sixteen  yei^s,  a*  aforesaid,  the  whole  share  of  «uch 
chil  l remaining  unpa  d,  with  its  accumulated  interest,  if  any,  shall  be  paid  over  in  full.  Should  any  one  of  the 
said  orphans  die,  leav-ng  an  undrawn  balance,  the  same  shal  l be  omea  parr,  of  the  general  wi* tows’  and  orphans’ 
fund.  And  in  all  cases  after  the  first  year,  payment  must  bo  receipted  by  a guardian,  or  other  person  legally 
qualified  to  act  for  the  orphan. 

The  trustees,  nevertheless,  reserve  the  right  and  power  to  take  from  either  or  both  of  suid  funds  what  may 
be  necessary  to  provide  for  cases  of  aid  and  reliei  which  may  not  be  anticipated  or  provided  for,  or  change  the 
ab  >ve  ratio  for  elief  in  special  ca-es. 

Your  commutes  recommend  that  the  widows  and  children  of  the  two  noble  men,  Williams  and  Jones,  who 
made  a voluntary  sacrifice  of  their  lives  to  relieve  their  f llows — in  descending  the  shaft,  in  the  very  jaws  of 
death — be  placed  up  n the  same  footing  as  the  widows  aod  children  of  those  who  died  in  tbe  mines.  The 
daring  and  brave  acts  of  these  men  should  be  commemorated  by  a suitable  monument,  erected  by  the  public  to 
teach  others  who  look  upon  it  the  sacrifices  man  sometimes  makes  for  his  fellow.  May  a spirit  akin  to  that 
which  animated  them,  in  life,  point  out  the  spot  where  they  lie,  in  death,  by  the  erection  of  a suitable  6haft, 
inscribed  with  the  motto  : It  is  not  the  duty  of  man  to  live  only  ; there  are  times  when  he  should  make  a sacri- 
fice of  life.  Let  their  brother  miners  remember  that  the  graves  of  these  men  must  not  be  obliterated 

Y"ur  committee  recommend  that,  so  often  as  the  relief  fund  shall  exceed  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  the 
Treasurer  be  directed  to  deposit  the  excess  with  the  chartered  banks  of  the  county,  upon  cal),  provided  that 
they  will  allow  interest,  at  tl»e  rate  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum  till  such  time  as  the  money  may  be  required  for 
permanent  investment.  This  is  deemed  necessary  both  as  a measure  of  safety  in  the  depositing  of  the  funds,  as 
well  as  a means  of  accumulation. 

In  concluding  this  report,  your  committee  are  under  the  impression  that  they  have  recommended  a plaw  for 
the  dis'rioutiou  of  the  fund  which  approaches  as  nearly  to  a just  and  equitible  division  as  is  practicable  under 
general  rules.  The  number  of  persons  to  be  relieved  rendered  it  impracticable  to  deal  with  each  separate  case. 
It  was  necessary  to  classify  particularly,  in  view  of  the  length  of  time  the  trust  must  necessarily  be  extended.  We 
have  left  a margin  of  the  fund  uninvested  in  order  to  meet  any  unforeseen  or  unexpected  case  that  might  arise, 
so  that  no  individual  is  excluded  from  the  charity  who  may  establish  a claim  to  a share  of  it.  Under  the  form 
of  distribution  we  have  adopted,  should  the  fund  amount  to  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  as  it  most  probably 
will,  there  will  be  an  annual  appropriation  in  quarterly  payments  to  each  widow  of  a d ceased  miner  of  two 
hundred  dollars,  extending  through  a term  of  s -me  eight  years  or  more,  which  will  be  increased  or  diminished 
as  the  fund  may  be  augmented  or  fall  short  of  the  estimate  Each  orphan  child  of  a deceased  miner  will  receive 
a hundred  dollars  annually  in  quarterly  pavnu  nts,  until  the  male  child  reaches  fourteen  years,  and  the  female 
child  sixteen  years  of  age;  and.  when  these  respective  ageo  are  reached,  each  will  have  some  five  hundred  dol- 
lars or  more  as  a 1 1 1 tie  outfit  in  the  commencement  of  the  great  struggle  of  life.  This  will,  of  course,  depend 
somewhat  upon  the  age  of  the  orphan  at  this  date.  To  equalize,  however,  as  much  as  w.e  can  the  differences 
of  ages,  we  recommend  that  the  orphan  under  five  yours  of  age  shall  be  entitled  to  twenty  per  cent,  more  than 
one  over  ten  years,  and  that  the  orphan  be- ween  five  and  ten  years  be  allowed  ten  per  cent,  more  than  one  over 
ten.  Under  this  rule,  we  believe  substantial  justice  will  be  reached  in  the  distribution  of  the  orphau  fund. 

As  to  the  time  the  trust  continues,  we  could  not,  under  any  view  of  the  circumstances,  make  it  shorter.  Each 
orphan  now  is  relieved  from  want  or  destitution,  and  provided  with  a comfortable  support  till  he  or  6he  reaches 
majority,  and  provided  with  a sum  of  money  at  that  time,  which  with  prudence  will  enable  them  to  make  a 
better  start  in  life  than  was  probably  the  case  with  most  of  tlieir  unfortunate  fathers. 

Hoping  for  yon.  sanction  of  our  labors,  and  the  approbation  of  those  generous  persons  who  raised  so  munifi- 
cent a fond  as  well  as  that  of  the  afflicted  people  whose  misfortunes  and  trials  have  been  so  revere,  wo  submit 
this  report,  and  the  accompanying  rules  and  regulations  for  the  Board  of  Trustees,  in  the  full  belief  that  it  will 
meet  your  app”oval. 

HENDRICK  B.  WRIGHT, 

GEORG B CORAY, 

DRAPER  SMITH, 

Executive  Committee  of  the  Avondale  Relief  Fund  for  Widows  and  Orphans. 

RULES  AND  REGULATIONS. 

The  code  of  Rules  and  Regulations  was  next  taken  up.  They  were  read  and  adopted 
by  sections,  after  which  they  were  voted  upon  as  a whole  and  adopted.  This  is  the  cor- 
•eoted  code  : 

1 . This  Association,  unless  otherwise  hereafter  provided  for, shall  be  known  as  the  “ Trustees  of  the  Avondale 
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Relief  Fund  fo"  Widows  and  Orphans,”  and  shall  consist  of  thirteen  persons,  now  publicly  acknowledged  as 
such,  and  a 'ting  in  that  capacity,  and  their  successors. 

2.  The  said  trustees,  as  well  as  every  one  hereafter  becoming  a member  of  the  Board,  shall  before  assuming 
any  duties  as  such,  take  the  following  oath  or  affirmation,  that,  as  a Trustee  of  the  Avondale  Reliot  Fund  for 
Widows  and  Orphans,  he  will  discharge  the  duties  and  obligations  as  trustee,  with  fidelity;  tha*i  he  will  not 
directly  or  indirectly  appropriate  any  of  the  moneys  of  the  said  fund  to  his  own  use;  by  loan,  by  claim,  for  per- 
sonal services;  or  in  any  other  mauner  or  form,  unless  he  >hould  at  any  time  hold  the  office  of  Secretary  or 
Disbursing  Agent,  and  then  so  much  only  as  shall  from  time  to  time  bo  allowed  by  the  Board  for  services  inci- 
dent to  said  office. 

3.  Th  said  trustees  and  their  successors  shall  have  the  full,  complete,  and  absolute  control  of  the  moneys  of 
the  Raid  fund  ; the  management  and  appropriation  of  the  sam*,  and  no  part  of  th*  said  fund  shall  be  appropri- 
ated except  for  the  *«id  an  i relief  of  the  widows,  orphans,  fathers,  mothers,  and  such  other  persons,  whose  rela- 
tion fo  them  may  be  co  sidered  worthy  objects  of  relief,  of  the  unfortunate  men  who  met  th*ir  death  in  the 
Avoudale  mine,  in  Plymouth,  Luzerne  Countv,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  6th  day  ot  September,  1869,  ami  such  ne- 
cessary expenditures  as  may  be  proper,  in  the  administration  o thn  said  fund,  uuless  any  of  the  contributors 
have  specially  directed  a portion  of  their  donation  to  be  otherwise  disposed  of 

4.  The  said  trustee'  shall  hold  their  office  until  their  places  shall  be  supplied  by  a new  appointment.  Two- 
thirds  of  the  full  Board  may  fill  any  vacancy  that  may  occur;  they  may  expel  and  remove  any  member,  officer, 
or  agent,  on  sufficient  cause  shown  ; a majority  shall  constitute  a quorum  ior  the  transaction  of  business  ; they 
shall  meet  in  the  borough  of  Plymouth,  on  the  second  Monday  of  each  month,  at  such  time  and  place  as  they 
may  adjourn  to  ; or  they  may  be  convened  at  any  other  time,  upon  the  call  of  the  President,  at  the  request  cf 
any  three  members  in  writing. 

5.  ''he  officers  of  the  Board,  all  of  whom  shall  be  annually  elected  on  the  first  M nday  of  September  (that 
being  the  anniversary  of  the  appalling  calamity  which  gave  rise  to  the  existence  of  the  B ard  of  Trustees,  and 
which  will  be  an  anuual  reminder  t"  them  of  the  sacred  trust  committed  to  their  h .nds),  sha  1 consist  of  a 
President,  Secretary,  Treasurer,  and  Assistant  Treasurer,  noting  also  as  Disbursing  Agent,  and  also  an  Executive 
Committee  of  three  ; an  Auditing  Committee  of  three,  and  such  other  officers  as  may  be  hereafter  created  by  the 
trurdees. 

6.  The  President  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  board,  if  present ; if  not,  his  duties  may  be  performed  by 
a President  for  the  time.  He  shall  sign  all  warrants  drawn  upon  the  Treasurer,  and  appoint  all  committees  not 
otlierwise  provided  for. 

7.  The  Secretary  shall  keep  a*  full  and  correct  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  an  account 
of  the  moneys  re.  e ved  and  paid  over  to  the  Treasurer,  and  shall  devote  so  much  of  his  time  as  mav  be  necessary 
for  the  faithful  discharge  of  such  duti  8 aud  labors  as  the  Board  of  Trustees  may  impose  upon  him,  and  shall 
assist  the  Treasurer  in  making  his  quarterly  statement  to  the  Board,  and  his  annu  1 statement  for  publication, 
aud  for  his  services  he  shall  receive  a sum  not  exceeding  four  hundred  dollars,  in  quarterly  payments,  annually. 

8.  The  Treasurer  shall  give  bonds  with  two  sureties,  to  the  trustees,  in  such  sum  as  they  may  determine,  for 
the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties.  lie  shall  exhibit  to  the  Board  monthly  the  condition  of  the  fund,  the  cash 
on  hand,  the  nature  and  amount  of  securities,  and  such  other  things  as  may  be  proper  to  inform  the  Trustees  of 
the  exact  condition  of  the  fund. 

9.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  be  charged  with  the  examination  and  deposition  of  all  questions  of 
construction  arising  under  the  articles  of  association,  and  the  rules  aud  regulations  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  ; of 
all  specific  cases  for  relief  that  may  not  be  expressly  provided  for ; to  limit  the  amount  payablo  quarterly  to  any 
of  the  beneficiaries,  if  in  their  discretion  the  whole  sum  would  be  more  than  necessary  for  comforta  le  relief, 
but  such  deduction  not  to  be  diverted  from  the  fund  of  the  person  from  whom  it  may  be  temporarily  withheld  ; 
to  suspend  payments  in  questions  of  doubt  and  uncertainty  ; and  in  conjunction  with  the  Treasurer  to  decide 
upon  the  nature  and  character  of  the  securities,  and  the  sum  to  be  invested  in  them,  and  to  designate  the  places 
of  deposit  of  the  cash  in  the  treasury  ; all  of  which  acts  to  be  submitted  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  within  a 
leasonable  time  for  their  approval  or  rejection. 

10.  The  Assistant  Treasurer,  also  acting  as  General  Disbursing  Agent,  shall  perform  the  duties  of  keeping 
the  books  of  the  Treasurer,  visiting  in  person  and  paying  such  beneficiaries  as  may  be  unable  to  call  upon  the 
Treasurer  for  their  quarterly  dues  ; and  to  see  to  the  proper  transmission  of  moneys  to  those  who  are  non-residents 
of  the  eounty.  lie  shall  also  prepare  the  Decessary  books,  and  enter  an  account  with  each  of  the  persons 
interested  in  the  fund  ; he  shall  keep  an  accurate  account  of  the  funds,  and  collect  the  interest  upon  all  sureties, 
as  well  as  outstanding  subscriptions  for  relief;  he  shall  prepare  and  classify,  in  conformity  with  the  resolves  of 
the  Board,  a list  of  all  those  entitled  to  relief,  their  names,  ages,  and  residences  ; he  shall  generally  see  to  the 
faithful  execution  of  all  orders  and  decrees  of  the  Board,  and  to  perform  generally  such  duties  as  the  Treasurer 
may  enjoin  upon  him,  and  for  his  services  he  shall  receive  a sum  not  exceeding  six  hundred  dollars  yearly, 
in  quarterly  payments  ; he  shall  also  give  a bond  to  the  Trustees  with  two  sureties  in  the  sum  of  $10,000 
for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties. 

11.  All  moneys  shall  be  paid  upon  the  warrant  of  the  President,  attested  by  the  Secretary,  and  every 
warrant  so  drawn  shall  state  upon  its  face  the  nature  of  the  ebtect  for  which  it  is  drawn,  and  no  money 
shall  be  paid  for  any  purpose,  unless  by  the  vote  of  the  Board  of  Trustees.  The  action  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  only,  will  he  a voucher  in  any  case  of  disbursements  of  money. 

12.  There  shall  be  no  part  of  the  fund  appropriated  for  any  other  use  or  purpose  than  for  the  aid  and 
relief  of  the  widows,  orphans,  fathers,  mothers,  and  6uch  other  persons  as  may  be  so  related,  dependent 
upon  and  connected  with  them,  aud  worthy  of  assistance,  of  the  men  who  perished  in  the  Avondale  colliery; 
and  such  necessary  and  frugal  expenses  as  may  be  incurred  in  the  distribution  and  management  of  the 
general  fund.  But  the  Trustees,  nevertheless,  reserve  the  right  and  power  to  take  from  either  or  both  of 
said  funds  what  may  bo  necessary  to  provide  for  cases  of  aid  and  reliol  which  may  not  now  be  anticipated 
or  provided  for,  or  change  the  above  ratio  for  relief  in  special  cases. 

As  the  said  fund  is  specific  and  given  for  this  purpose  solely,  no  other  charity,  however  pressing  it  may 
be,  or  however  commendable,  must  be  permitted  to  encroach  upon  the  moneys  of  the  Treasurer,  unless 
the  gift  be  made  conditional.  As  the  guardians  and  protectors  of  a large  family  of  disconsolate  and  unfor- 
tunate people,  who  in  the  providence  of  God  have  been  deprived  of  that  support,  protection  and  comfort,  the 
Trustees  must  see  to  it  that  the  designs  of  the  thousands  who  sympathize  with  them,  and  have  liberally 
contributed  to  their  aid  and  relief,  be  literally  as  well  as  religiously  complied  with. 

13.  The  Trustees  shall  publish  annually  in  two  weekly  newspapers  in  the  county,  for  three  successive  weeks, 
a statement  of  the  amouut  of  the  fund,  the  sum  in  hand  in  cash,  the  amount  of  securities,  and  the  character  of 
each,  the  amount  paid  out,  and  accumulated  interest  during  the  year,  and  such  other  facts  as  may  be  considered 
proper  for  the  information  of  the  public,  as  well  as  those  directly  interested  in  the  fund. 

14.  The  Trustees  shall  not  acknowledge  the  sale,  transfer,  assignment,  or  incumbrances,  in  any  form  what- 
ever, of  any  interest,  contingent,  or  remote,  of  any  beneficiary  in  the  Avondale  Relief  Fund.  The  payments 
shall  be  made  in  person  to  the  one  entitled  to  receive  them,  if  practicable,  and  no  order  or  written  direction  shall 
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be  allowed  as  a vouchor,  unless  in  special  extraordinary  cases,  and  then  only  where  the  older  is  known  to  the 
Treasurer  or  Disbursing  Officer,  as  a person  of  integrity  and  good  moral  character, 

15.  These  rules  and  regulations  shall  not  be  altered,  repealed,  or  modified,  unless  by  a majority  of  two-thirds 
of  the  whole  number  of  the  Trustees,  at  a monthly  meeting ; notice  having  been  given  of  the  proposed  change 
at  a monthly  meeting  preceding  the  proposed  action. 

In  accordance  wiih  Section  2 of  the  rales  and  regulations,  each  member  of  the  Board 
took  the  required  affirmation  of  fidelity,  when  the  following  officers  were  duly  elected  : 

President.  E.  C Wadhams;  Secretary,  W.  L.  Wilson:  Treasurer,  Henderson  Gaylord  ; Executive  Committee, 
H.  B.  Wright,  George  Coray,  Draper  Smith ; Auditing  Committee,  J.  W.  Eno,  T.  P.  McFarlane,  W.  J.  Harvey. 

The  hail  of  the  Treasurer  was  fixed  at  $50,000. 

W.  L.  Wilson  was  elected  Assistant  Treasurer. 

The  following  resolution,  proposed  by  Mr.  Scranton,  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  $3, 000  (or  as  much  of  tho  same  as  may  be  necessary  in  addition  to  the  moneys  unex ' 
pended  from  the  previous  appropriation)  be  appropriated  for  the  first  monthly  payment,  commencing  Oct.l,  1869 


GREAT  MINING  ACCIDENTS. 

The  following  interesting  account  was  forwarded  to  the  Scranton  Morning 
Republican,  Sept.  22d,  by  Mr.  W.  Wilson,  of  Pittston,  Pa.  : 

The  Observer,  a London  paper,  has  an  article  on  accidents  in  coal  mines,  the 
writer’s  attention  being  called  thereto  in  consequence  of  the  accident  at  the 
“ Burgh  Colliery,”  near  Dresden,  Germany.  The  writer  of  the  article  says  : “It 
certainly  is  an  undoubted  fact  that  accidents  in  coal  mines  are  becoming  more 
frequent  and  more  disastrous,  though  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  they  are  capable  of 
being  averted  by  proper  precautions.  England  used  to  have  pretty  nearly  a 
monopoly  of  these  catastrophes,  but  the  recent  explosion  near  Dresden,  by  which 
420  colliers  were  in  a moment  hurried  into  eternity,  has  given  the  question  an 
extension  which  must  enlist  the  attention  of  men  of  science  on  the  Continent  in 
devising  some  means  of  protection  against  so  appalling  an  amount  of  death  and 
misery.  If  the  loss  of  life  that  occurs  every  year  in  coal  mines  was  occasioned  in 
any  other  way,  public  opinion  w’ould  be  outraged  and  the  reproach  would  be  by 
some  means  or  other  removed. 

“ Last  year  1,011  persons  were  sacrificed  in  providing  what,  in  the  present  day, 
is  a necessity  of  modern  existence.” 

The  following  statement  was  published  in  the  Leeds  Mercury,  Dec.  15,  1866, 
at  the  time  of  the  fire  and  loss  of  life  at  the  Oaks  Colliery,  in  Yorkshire,  England, 
where,  Dec.  15,  350  lives  were  lost;  also  same  day  and  same  hour  of  day,  100 
more  lives  were  lost  by  a similar  explosion,  in  a pit  called  the  Talke  pit,  in  Staf- 
fordshire, England : 


April  19,  1797,  Rothwell  Haigh,  Leeds 13 

June  30,  1809,  East  Ardsley,  near  Wakefiold 10 

July,  1822,  Coal  pit  near  Sheffield - 5 

January  12,  1825,  Gosford  mine  at  Middleton,  near  Leeds 25 

May  30,  1833,  Colliery  at  Lindlev  top,  near  Huddersfield 5 

December  13,  1836,  Bog  pit,  Wakefield , Several. 

February  16,  1838,  Robin  Hood  Colliery,  near  Leeds - - “ 

November  22,  1841,  Mount  Osborne  pit,  Barnsley 15 

March  5,  1846,  Oaks  Colliery,  Barnsley.. _ 73 

May  17,  1847,  Beeston  Main  Colliery,  Leeds 9 

January  24,  1849,  Dailey  Main,  near  Barnsley , 75 

December  20,  1851,  Warren  Yale  pit,  Rowmasth,  near  Rotherham ... 50 

December  21,  1852,  Elsecar  low  colliery,  Barnsley 5 

August  22,  1854,  Hemmingfield,  Barnsley 5 

February  19,  1857,  Lund  Hill,  Barnsley 189 
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February  15,  1860,  Higham  Colliery,  near  Barnsley 14 

December  8,  1862,  Edmond’s  Main,  near  Barnsley 54 

December  13,  1866,  Oaks  Colliery 350 

December  13,  1866,  Talke  pit,  Staffordshire, 100 

The  above  are  the  accidents  in  Yorkshire,  and  one  in  Staffordshire  that  I have 
in  print  by  me  while  I write. 

Below  are  the  accidents  in  the  Northern  coal  field,  Durham  and  Northumber- 
land : 

May,  1658,  Gallow  Flat,  near  Eswick,  Northumberland  inundation_Unknown. 

1710,  Bensham,  exploded,  from 70  to  80 

January  18,  1743,  North  Biddick,  Durham 17 

June  10,  1757,  Eavensworth : 16 

March  18,  1766,  Walker,  Northumberland 10 

April  16,  1766,  South  Biddick,  Durham Several. 

March  27,  1767,  Fatfield 39 

December  6,  1773,  A colliery  near  the  Wear  river,  Durham  county Several. 

December  8,  1778,  Dolly  pit,  Chaytors  Haugh 24 

December  27,  1793,  Hope  pit,  Shenif  Hill 14 

June  8,  1764,  Rickleton  pit,  Pictree 30 

June  11,  1794,  Harraton 28 

December  21,  1794,  Hope  pit,  Shenif  Hill Several. 

April  24,  1795,  Paradise  or  West  pit,  Benwell,  Northumberland  county 11 

October  11,  1799,  Lumley,  Durham  county 39 

September  25,  180.3,  Walseno,  Northumberland  county 13 

October  21,  1805,  Hebburn,  Durham  county 35 

November  29,  1805,  Oxelose 38 

March  28,  1806,  Killingsworth,  Northumberland 10 

September  14,  1809,  Killingsworth,  Northumberland , 12 

May  25,  1812,  Felling,  Durham 92 

October  10,  1812,  Herrington  Mill  pit,  Pensher,  Durham 24 

September  28,  1813,  Hall  pit,  Fatfield,  Durham 32 

December  24,  1813,  Felling,  Durham 22 

August  12,  1814,  Hebburn,  Durham 11 

May  3,  1815,  Heaton  Main,  inundated  (reported  84) 75 

June  2,  1815,  Success  pit,  Newbottle,  Durham,  exploded, 57 

June  27,  1815,  Shenif  Hill,  Durham 11 

July  31,  1815,  Newbottle,  Durham,  (bursting  of  a boiler), 18 

June  30,  1817,  Eow  pit,  Hanaton,  Durham 38 

December  18,  1817,  Plain  pit,  Eainton,  Durham 27 

July  19,  1819,  Shenif  Hill,  Durham 35 

October  9,  1819,  George  pit,  Lambton,  Durham 13 

October  23,  1821,  Wall-end  (Eussel's),  Northumberland 52 

November  3,  1823,  Plain  pit,  Eainton,  Durham 59 

: October  25,  1824,  Dolly  pit,  New  Castle,  Durham 11 

I November  19,  1824,  George  pit,  Lumley,  Durham 11 

July  3,  1825,  Judith  pit,  Fatfield 11 

January  17,  1826,  Jarrow 34 

May  30,  1826,  Townley 38 

I November  30,  1828,  J pit,  Washington  (where  the  Washington  family  originated, 

an  old  place  and  old  church  at  it,  five  miles  from  Newcastle- 

on-Tyne,  and  seven  miles  from  Durham  city) 14 

August  3,  1830,  Jarrow,  Durham 42 

June  15,  1832,  Newbottle,  Durham,  (boiler  explosion), 12 

May  9,  1833,  Springwell  pit,  Durham 47 

June  18,  1835,  Wallsend.  Northumberland 102 

January  29,  1836,  Hetton  Colliery,  Durham 20 

June  28,  1839.  Hilda  Wallsend  South  Shield,  Durham 50 

September  28,  1844,  Haswell,  Durham 95 

August  21,  Jarrow  Colliery,  Durham 39 

November  11,  1850,  Haughton  spring,  Durham 26 

I October  31,  1851,  West  Moor,  Northumberland „ 11 
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March  2,  1860,  Burrowdon,  Northumberland 74 

December  20,  1860,  Hetton,  Durham 22 

January,  1862,  Hartley,  Northumberland 209 

February,  1862,  Gethin,  Wales . 50 

November,  1852,  Walker,  Northumberland 16 

January,  1863,  Coxlodge,  Northumberland 19 


It  will  be  observed  in  the  above  two  lists  of  killed,  that  I only  have  three 
counties,  where  coal  is  got,  namely  : Yorkshire,  Durham,  and  Northumberland — 
the  two  places  excepted,  one  in  Wales,  and  one  in  Staffordshire.  There  arc 
other  places  where  coal  is  got  and  where  many  men  have  been  killed — Lanca- 
shire, Nottinghamshire,  Staffordshire,  and  other  places  in  England.  There  were 
many  lives  lost  at  Maryport,  Cumberland,  some  years  since,  and  many  in  Lan- 
cashire, besides  many  fearful  explosions  in  Wales,  but  the  above  tables  show  the 
extent  of  the  printed  records  in  my  possession  at  the  present. 

The  following  is  from  the  Durham  Chronicle , Aug.  20,  1869  : 

“ The  opinion  that  the  unfortunate  miners  of  the  Burgh  Colliery,  near  Dresden, 
were  immediately  killed  by  the  explosion,  proves  incorrect.  In  the  book  of  the 
miner  Balir,  the  following  entry  has  been  found  : 1 This  is  the  last  place  we  have 
taken  refuge.  I have  given  up  all  hope,  because  the  ventilation  in  the  Serengottes 
shaft  and  the  Iloffnungs  shaft  has  been  destroyed  in  three  separate  places.  May 
God  take  myself,  and  my  relations  and  dear  friends  who  must  perish  with  me,  as 
well  as  all  our  families,  under  his  protection. — Ernst  Bahr.’  ” 

In  the  Iloffnungs  shaft  too,  the  following  words  were  found:  “Janetz 
died  ; Richter  left  his  family  to  God.”  And  again,  u Farewell,  dear  wife;  fare- 
well, dear  children  ; may  God  keep  you,  Gottleib  Heim,”  and  lastly  : “ Farewell 

dear  wife  and  children.  And  I did  not  think  it  would  have  ended  so. — 
Oberman.” 

One  of  the  name  of  Schmidt  had  pinned  a paper  with  the  following  words  to 
the  breast  of  his  blouse.  “ My  dear  relations — While  seeing  death  before  me, 
I remember  you.  Farewell  till  we  meet  again  in  happiness.  The  rest  I must 
leave  to  you.  Between  9 and  10  o’clock.” 

On  the  other  side  were  the  words  “ Dear  wife,  take  care  of  Mary.  In  a book 
in  the  bedroom  you  will  find  a thaler.  Farewell,  dear  mother  and  sisters,  till  we 
meet  again.”  All  must  have  been  over  about  10  o’clock  on  the  2d  inst.  On  the 
12th  236  bodies  had  been  recovered.  By  far  the  greater  part  must  have  died 
suddenly. 

My  object  in  copying  these  is  to  show  that  in  some  of  the  worst  cases  men 
sometimes  survive  for  a long  time  after  explosions,  and  men  that  volunteer  should 
be  calm  and  cool  when  entering  a mine.  Let  me  say  once  for  all  where  a light 
will  burn  a man  will  live.  If  a fiery  pit,  keep  the  Davy  lamp  always  level  with 
your  mouth.  If  a common  candle  or  oil  lamp,  keep  it  level  with  your  mouth. 
Wherever  the  flame  will  burn,  there  you  will  live.  Whenever  the  flame  is  eaten 
out  by  black  or  choke  damp,  then  stop  and  consider.  If  the  damp  is  coming  to- 
wards you.  retreat  to  where  is  pure  air. 

To  the  foregoing  may  be  added  the  following  list  of  mine  accidents,  most  of 
which  have  occurred  in  later  years:  Fourteen  men  killed  at  Carbondale,  Pa.,  by 
caving  in  of  forty  acres  of  a mine,  in  1844.  Five  bodies  were  never  recovered; 
one  man  was  two  days  in  the  mine.  Two  hundred  and  nine  at  Hartley  colliery, 
England,  in  1862 ; three  hundred  and  fifty-seven  at  The  Oaks,  in  1868  ; thirteen 
at  Diamond  mine  disaster.  Scranton,  Pa..  March  31st,  1868  ; fifty-three  at  Fern- 
dale  colliery,  Merthyr  Tydfil,  South  Wales,  June  10th,  1869;  fifty-three  at  St. 
Helen’s  colliery,  July,  1868  ; fifty  at  colliery  explosion,  Jemappes,  Belgium,  Aug. 
10th,  1868 ; twenty-eight  at  Lancashire,  England,  1868;  three  hundred  and 
twenty-one  at  mine  near  Dresden,  Saxony,  Aug.  28th,  1869. 


